Laid down by the Aros xx 2 Theſ. ii. 4. Ge, 


Applied to the Avow a9 


4 


22 


<5, 72 ile Ae, de dane HE ole 
2 Hi ae Faded 25 1-6 
5 < 2 wel 


* J. Robzxrs, 
by S- Haxpino, in St. J 


"IS, ", * fad u " 


— 


1 E Albwing Payer owe their Riſe 16 


tain the preſent eſtabliſhed Doctrines ind 


the Afiftance of two $UCK Auxiliaries, 


Jewel's Expoſition /, of” the tuo 
Brite E th Theſſalonians, publiſb 5 3 — 
John Garbrand; ſome few Nurs after t 
Death of that moſt excellent Prelate ; "and 10 
Mr. Mede's Apoſtaſy of * the latter Times. 
From theſe two moſt learned Perſons many of 
tbe Citations from the Fathers are borrow'd ; 
and where an Opportunity was wanted of 
conſulting the Originals, the Citation is 
mark'd with an J. or M. 10 acquaint the 
Reader, from whom it is taken. 


The a oduced a gan the «© 
Church of Rome are tn hd, F = the moſt * 
Part, from the Decrees of the Guuncil of 
Trent: fince THESE muſt be ſuppoſed to con- 


Practices of that Communion. The Author 
bopes, that he ſhall not be found any where 
5.40 of MISREPRESENT ATION : He is ſure, 

e hath fludiouſly avoided it: as be hath alſo, 
cauſeles and indecent INvECTIvEs j® being © 


convinced, that the Proteſtant Cauſe wants not 
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Pin: 1 enter on the NOTES 


and CHARACTERS of the Matt 
| of Sin, it may not be amiſs to premiſe 

{what may help us in our future Enquiries] ſome 
Reflexions on the Farting AWA, which the 
Apoſtle here foretells ſhould attend his Ap- 

| ner on his general Character, as He is ſet. 
rth under the Appellation of TH MAN op 
— and — the 0 and Hindrance; which 
Id and retard his Coming. 

. me Greek Word, which wh tranſlate 4 
Falling away, taken in a civil Senſe; is often ® 
uſed of a Subject, who withdraws bis Alepiance 
from his lawful Sovereign; and this might induce 
ſome antient Writers to fix this Meaning on it 
in this Place; and to conceive; that St. Paul here 
Ipeaks of the Revolt of the ſubordinate States 
and Provinces from their Obedience to the 
Roman Government; which ſhould: finally end 
in the utter Diſſolution thereof; and fo take 
' away that which withbeld the Appearance of the 

Man of Sin. But I believe it is true in fact, 
that the Roman Empire was overthrown” rather - 


Gerz zir. 4. 2 Chront xiil, 6, xxii 10, Eechuf, ly. 23. 
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7 the Irvaſſon of Foreigners, than the Defectiou 
its own Subjects: Or, if this be not allow d; 
who will think it probable, that the Apoſtle, in 
deſcribing the Means, whereby God intended 
to break in Pieces that unweildy Monarchy 
having taken Notice of the Falling away of 
pry. Shates- and Provinces, would wholly pas 
over (what, doubtleſs, greatly contributed to this 
important Event) the mighty Armies of the Gotbs 
and Vandals ; eſpecially ſince to have repreſented 
the Deſtruction of Rome by Northern Powers had 
been much more ſuitable to the Stile of the an- 
tient Prophets on the /ke Occaſions? —— 
3. There is therefore another, what I call 
a religious, or ecclefiaſtical Senſe of the Word, 
grounded indeed on the former, viz. a Fall- 
ing away from Obedience to God. In which 
Senſe it is uſed in many Places of the Old, * 
and fometimes in the New Teſtament; and 
many eminent Writers give this Meaning to 
it here; whoſe Opinion I prefer for the fol- 
towing Reaſons. St. Paul, on other Occaſions, 
uſes this Word in a religious F Senſe: The Con- 
text ſeems alſo. to require it ſhould he /o under- 
ſtood in the Paſſage before us. The laſt Day 
ſhall not come, unleſs there come a Falling away 
firſt, and the Man of Sin be revealed, Would a 
Circumſtance of fo fmall Importance as the Re- 
volt of a few States, be mentioned in the ſame - 
Line with two fuch intereſting Events as zbe 
Day of Judgment, and the Coming of Antichriſt ? 
* 2 Chr. xxvi. 18. and xxviii. 19. Deut. xiii. 23. 


Joſ. xxii. [epins. 
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FREY EI 
Moreover, the Falling away ſcems to be a fe- 
ligious, as the Removal of the Lett or Hindrance 
is a civil Cauſe ; which ſhould both equally co- 
operate in giving Birth to the Man of Sin: 
hat, as his Coming ſhould be with Power,“ 
when that, which at preſent controll'd and with- 
held Him, was removed; ſo the Falling away of 
Chriſtians, from their Evangelical Obedience, 
ſhould pave the Way for his lying Wonders. 
4. But in what religious Senſe are we then to 
underſtand this Falling away ? I anſwer, a Fall. 
ing off from the Worſbip of God, as it is laid 
down in the Goſpel; or the Worſhip of Him 
by the ſole Mediation of. Jeſus Chriſt ; becaule this, 
I fay, is properly, and in an eminent Manner an 
Apoſtatizing, or Falling away from the 
Chriſtian Werſhip. For, if the Payment of 
that Adoration to Baal or Ablaroth, which is due 
only to God, be juſtly ſtiled, in the Old Teſta» 
ment, Apgſtaſy z doth the Payment of the ſame 
Adoration to a Saint deſerve a milder Name 
under the New? Or, what cotnes more home 
to the Point, if the Jews were called Apoſtates, 
when in paying this Worſhip to their Laa, 
they paid it (as it is to be candidly hoped) 
only as to Interceſſors and Mediators between 
God and them; are the Papiſts % to be 
blamed, when, inſtead of applying to God by 
Chriſt, they addreſs themſelves to Him by the 
Mediation of the Virgin Mary? The Sin of 
both is exactly the ſame ; viz. a Departure from 
the fundamental Nate of their re/peZive Reli- 
gions: inaſmuch as the Worſhip of the one God 
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EHOVAH was that, which ly diſtinguiſoid 
80 Jewiſh Religion from he Headiea Idotarry j 
and the Worſhip of the ſame God, by the Me- 
diation of Feſus Chriſt, is that which differences 
the Chriſtian'from the Jewiſh Oeconomy. Un- 
derſtand, therefore, the Falling away in this 
Senſe, and you have preſented to your View a 
Sin adequate to the harſh and ſevere Terms, in 
which St. Paul ſpeaks of it in the following 
Verſes; and alone ſufficient to denominate Him, 
who ſhould be the Promoter of it, in an emi- 
nent Degree, the Man of Sin 


I. Of the MAN OF SIN. 


91 E Man of Sin is a Term of a con- 
plex Signification; denoting not any 
one. particular Perſon, but a Body and Succeſſion 
of Men; agreeably to the uſual Stile of Scrip- 
tyre 'in other Places, which, ſpeaking of the: 
Man of God, the old Man, the new Man, &c. 


| repreſents under thoſe general Terms not one 


Man; but many; even all ſuch, as are actuated 


and governed by thoſe Principles, Juclinations, 


Sc. which theſe Terms denote. | 
6. Learned Men have in all Apes differ d; 
and Proteſtants and Papiſts, more eſpecially, 
will at this Time diſagree, in determining who 
this Man of Sin ſhould be. The various Opi- 
ons about Him are thus collected by Biſhop cel: 
„The diverſe Fantaſies of Men have deviſed 
many ſundrie fonde Tales of the Perſon of 
« Antichriſt, Some ſay he ſhould be a Jewe, 
<* of the Tribe of Dan: Some, that he _ be 

enen enen 


(8] 
t barne in Babylon; fore, that he ſhould be 
©. bred up in Bethſaide and Chorazin ; ſome, 
5 that he ſhould riſe up in Syriaz ſome” (and 
this ſeems to be the moſt prevailing Opinion 
of the Papiſts) © that Mabomet is Antichriſt z ; 
+ ſome, that he ſhould overthrow Nome; ſome, 
5 that he ſhould: build up the Citie of Hieruſa. 
* em; ſome, that Nero was Antichriſt ; ſome, 
e that he ſhould be born of a Fryer and a 
Nonne: Another, as he tells us afterwards, 
„ faieth he ſhall be begotten of the Divel, and 

* himſelf ſhall be a Divel—and then adds, But 
5“ theſe are Fables, and have no Grounde, 
** To fay the Trueth, Antichriſt ſhall neither 
** be a Jew, nor Nero, nor one begotten: by 
* the Divel. He ſhall be a Chriſtian,” 

7. And whoever examines the Context, and 
conſiders that the Man of Sin is there deſcribed 
as a Seducer of Chriſtians, and a Promoter of 
Apoſtaſy, will conclude, that he ſhould alfo be 
a . Chriſtian. Moreover, St. Paul expreſly de · 
clares, that he ſhall fit in the Temple of God; 
and this denotes he ſhould be, at leaſt, a pre- 
tending Worſhiper of the true God, For will 
the Mahometans fitting in a Moſque, ſuppoſing 
at Jeruſalem, the holy City, permit us to ſay, 
that he fits in the Temple of God? No ſurely 3 
for what Agreement, faith St. Paul, hath the 
Temple of God with Idols?“ 401 

8. But the Man of Sin ſhall not only be a 
Chriſtian, but a ¶briſtian Biſhop: For, according 


Idoli, aut Dzmonis, 
Auguſtin, de Civit. Dei, 


to 


Non enim Templum 
Templum Dei Apoſtolus diceret. 
L. 20. c. 19. Jewel. 55 


[6] 

to the Force of Scripture-Language, (as we ſhal] 
ſee hereafter) the Term /ittine implies Pre- 
eminence and Government. Accordingly the 
Coming of the Man of Sin is faid, v. 9g. to be 
* w#th Power; and the Influence he is repreſented 
to have over the Minds of Men implies, that 
he will not want a Fulneſs of Autority to for- 
ward his deſtructive Deluſions. Now, fince 
fitting denotes Preeminence and Government; 
Hitting in the Temple of God, will ſignify a pre- 

ſiding in Matters ecclgſiaſtical, or in Things 
pertaining to God, and to his bo we + 6D MY 
9. But wherefore is this Chriſtian Biſhop de- 
ſcribed by the Character of the Man of Sin? 
I-anſwer, becauſe he ſhould propagate an erro- 
neous and anti-evangelical Worſhip of God.* 

4 Sin is uſed in the Old Teſtament in this re- 

| ſtrained Senſe, as on other Occaſions, ſo parti- 
cularly in a Caſe, which nearly reſembles that, 

a which is now before us. When Feroboam had 
ſet up his Calves in Dan and. Bethel, and had 
deviated from the preſcribed Worſhip of God, 
by an Invention, that favoured more of-a politic 
Self. Intereſtedneis, than of true Devotion; he 
is ſaid by the Son of Sirach to have ſhewed 

Eßpbraim the Way of Sin; and for this, his Me- 
mory is frequently loaded in Scripture with this 
Aggravation, that he taught [Fae/ to fin, viz. 
to worſhip God after an idolatrous Manner, and 
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-® Hence he is filed by Juſtin, Martyr Dial. cum Try- 
phone, p. 107. Gr. Ed. O Arberg Tis 'Anroadias, 
the Man of Apoſtaſy, or the principal Abettor and Promoter 


contrary 


| SN 
trary to his expreſs Command.“ For the 
me Reaſon is the Man of Sin thus characteriſed, 


* becauſe he ſhould ſeduce Chriſtians from the true 


Evangelical Worſhip, by the — of 
Saints, and the PRO of Images. | 


III. That which LE TT ETH. 
EARNED Men have ſhewn, that 
many antient Fathers F agree in ex. 

pounding the Lett or Hindrance, here men- 
tion'd, of the Imperial Sovereignty of Rome; 
and according to this Interpretation, the Apoſ- 
tle's Words, v. 6. are thus briefly paraphraſed 
by Biſhop Jewel So long as the Emperour 
o ſhal be able to beare himſelf, Antichriſt ſhal 
not be able to grow. But a Time ſhal 
* „ come, when the Empire of Rome ſhal be 

* rent aſunder; then the Autoritie of the Em- 
_ © perour ſhal decay; then Antichriſt ſhal ga- 
* ther Strength, and ſhal place himſelfe where 
the Emperour was.” And one of theſe 
Fathers was ſo fully perſuaded, it ſeems, that 
this Expoſition was juſtly grounded, that when 


. The ſetting up of the Calves became a Sin, ere 
eeriay, 4 xii. 30. became the Occafion of 
Gi of Ig. So the Calf, which fares made, is called ; 
Möge, *Auegriar dhv, iv $wohgars Deut. ix. 21- 
Again INDA the High Places of Fadab, Micah i. v. is 
render'd by the Seventy Ayagzie, the Sin. + 
+ Biſhop Jewel cites Tertullian, Ambroſe, Chryfs fon, 
nu got ; and to theſe Mr. Mede adds, Hierom and 
Cyril of Feruſalem; who alſo remarks that St. Auguſtine 
doch not itick to this Interpretation ſo conſtamly as the reſt, 


Apoftaſy, &c. r GE p. _ 


3 „ 
he heard of the Taking of Rome, by Alarirus the 
— he expected Antichriſt was nigh at 


11. The Opinion of theſe eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ters is ſupported by the joint Autority of the 
Old and New Teſtaments. For the Prophet 
Daniel foretold, that upon the Diſſolution of the 
4th Univerſal, i. e. the Roman Monarchy, ano: 
ther King ſhould riſe, divers from the firſt f And 
St. Paul and St. Jobn apply the Notes and 
Cbaracters, whereby the Prophet deſcribes this 
King, to the Perſon of Antichriſt, But this 
inion, I believe, took its Riſe not ſo much 
from the Obſervations which learned Men had 
made on the Prophecy of Daniel, and the Ap. 
Blication of it in the New Teſtament to the 
Man of Sin, as from a current and authentic 
Nation, which had prevailed in the Church 
from the Days of the Apoſtles. Tertullian F fays, 
it was .uſual in his Time to pray, in the Forms 
of publick Worſhip, for the Laſting of the 
. Roman Empire, that the Coming of the Man 
of Sin - might be delay'd; but the Church 
would ſcarcely have incorporated this Petition 
into her Liturgy, if it had been only an Opinion, 
though founded on a Scripture Prophecy; ſince 
this Opinion, (as all others muſt needs be be- 
fare the Accompliſhment of their Prophecies) 
muſt have been at that time dubious and un- 
certain. For this Reaſon I am induc'd to 
think, that this Notion ow d its Riſe to an Apoſ 
tolical Tradition. St. Pau hints at his ha- 


wr St. Bieren Qui tenebat, de medio fit; et non intelli- 
gimus Antichriſtum appropinquare. Ep. ad Gerontiam. *© 
+ Dan. vii. 28. 5 Apod, c. 32, 39. & ad Scapulam c. 2. M. 
. | ving 
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ving left with the Church at Theſſalotica"an In- 
formation to this Purpoſe, Remember ye not; 
© that wwhen I was. yet with you, I told ye: theſe 
% Things, And ye Know what. now-withbolaeth ;* 
implying that, when. he was with. them, he had“ 
diſcourſed of theſe Matters with more Freedom 
and Openes, than it was either convenient or 
neceſſary to uſe in his Epiſtles; ſince they al- 
ready knew what, and who it was, that did LeT; 

12. The Dow r aL then of the Roman Empire 
is the Era, from whence we are directed to look. 
for the Appearance of the Man of Sin. But we 
muſt to ſee him at that Time, as it 
were, in a State of Minority; not yet arrived 
to that Fulneſs of Sbaturt and Strength; with 
which he ſhould afterwards apprar, when he 
came with the Energy of Satan. For when. 
this Lett: and Hindrance was removed, a new 
Power was ſtill to be gained: and it is not likely 
that He, who had been juſt before controlPd 
and reftrain'd. by Civil Power, ſhould on a 
ſudden'exalt Himſelf above every Ordinance of 
Man. A Revolution, ſo extraordinary as this, 
muſt needs have been the Work of ſome Time. 
And it is obſervable alſo, that after the final 
Overthrow of the WESTEZAN Empire in the 
Reign of Auguſtulus, A. D. 476. the EAsrTERN 
Emperors ſtill continued to be a Check, as tlie Ca- 
tholics confeſs, to the Pretenſions of the Biſhops 
of Rome; and, as long as they were ſuch, the 
Lett or Hindrance was not wholly removed. So 


Non vult aperte dicere Rom. Imperium deftruendum 3 
quod illi, qui imperant, putant eternum. Hieron. ibid. 


C when 
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% Times,” i. e. 1260 Years; it is not to be 
imagined, that this King, at his ft 22 
ſhould attain to that Height of Power, as 
might embolden, or enable him to oppreſs the 
Saints of God; eſpecially, if his Riſing after, 
or behind the tcn firſt Kings, imparts; as Mr. 
Mede conjectures, I his Riſing in a ſecret and im. 
ceptible Manner: For this In on will 
alſo denote, that his Acquiſitions of Power 
ſhould © be gradual, and obtained by ſinall, but 
repeated Eneroachments. I conclude then, that 
the Subverſion of the Roman Empire in the 
Wift was preparatory only to the Coming of the 
Man of Sin: And altho* we may diſcern, from 
that important Event, ſome bold Efforts, which 
he made both to advance and reveal himſelf; 
yet he did not come, in the Senſe, in which the 
Apoſtle means, till he came in the Character, in 


which he is deſcribed, | viz. that of the Man of 


Sin, or a Promoter of an erroneous and anti- 
evangelical Worllp..: But 45 this more here- 
after. 91 - . | TTY 


* ecvil. 24, 25. 4 P. 2 of his was 


NOTE 


3 0 


Of te 0 ene SUPREMACY of 


5 100 of Rome, in Matters "* 
.and Feel efiaſtical. | . 


8 * Paul begins his Deſcription of the Man 
of Sin with a ſtrong and expreſſive Feature, 
which he borrows from Daniel's Picture of Anti- 
chriſt, _ I ſhall firſt attempt to aſcertain the 
Meaning of the Apoſtle; and then the Ap- 
cation will appear juſt and concluſivre. 


St. Paul, 2 Theſſ. ii. 4.“ Dan. xi. 36. 
do oppoſetb and ex- He ſhall exalt himſelf, 
alteth himſelf inſt and magnify _ a- 
every Thing] that is gainſt every God. 
called God, or is r- 8 
2 


The Words, every Thing that is called God, 
&c. are underſtood by ſome learned Men to 


- ©@zTheſl. ii. 4. Dan. xi. 36. E ER 70. 
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+ Why not rather l or Man? It is "mba, 
not d- 
C 2 denote 
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denote.the y a1.sz Gops of the Heathen ; and 
this Explanation, without Doubt, is well ſup- 
2 by the Autority of Holy Scripture. 
But other eminent Writers interpret them of 
Prrnces and Governors; whoſe Opinion 1 
prefer for the following Reaſons. 

. For, Firſt, the poſition, here ſpoken 

of, is a criminal Oppoſition, and a Note of a 
Man of Sin. But it is ſo. far from being a 
Crime in a Miniſter of Chriſt (as I have ſhewn 
the Man of Sin ſhould be) to oppoſe Idols, or 
Hdol-Worfhip, that it is a Duty incumbent on 
him ſo to do. 
2. The Man of Sin, inſtead of oppoſing Idols, 
' ts deſcribed by the Apoſtle (as will be ſeen in 
the 3d Note) as promoting the Worſhip of them by 
counterfeit Signs and Wonders. 

3: The Words oppoſeth, and exalteth bimſelf 
againſt, ' denote a Contending with another for 
Preeminence and Autority; and, if the latter 
Word exalteth be explained by the Word, 
which we tranſlate exalterb* in Daniel, it will 
then more eſpecially refer to a Subject, who 
lifts up his Heart, or Hand, in Rebellion againſt 
kis lawful Severeign. But what Meaning is there 
in ſaying, the Man ot Sin ſhall exalt himſelf 
- againſt the falſe Gods of the Heathen ? . Or why 

is he, for this Reaſon, ſaid to be a Maa of 
Sin ? | 

4. It mult be remember'd, that the Man of 

Sia ſhquld not appear till the Diſſolution of the 


„ QOPYYT) This Word (in Hiphil) is uſed 1 Kings 
27. 27. of Feroboan': lifting up his Hand gainkt King 


n 


Roman 
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"Roman Empire; at which Time Idolatry was 
extirpated, and the Chriſtian become the eſta- 
bliſhed Religion of the known World. What 
Room therefore would the Man of Sin find to 
oppoſe himſelf. againſt Idols, when all the Na- 
tions of the Earth were become the Kingdom 
of Chriſt? I conclude then; that theſe Words 
are not to be underſtood of the falſe Gods of the 
Heathen: It remains to be proved, that they 
ſignify the Rulers and Governors of the Earth. 
II. It is well known, that the Word Gad is 
often applied in the Old Teſtament to Princes 
and Governors: And this Autority alone might 
ſufficiently warrant us in fixing this Senſe on it 
here; as the Apaſtle muſt be ſuppoſed to intend 
it in the ſame Acceptation, in which the Prophet 
before had «/ed it. But this Meaning of the 
Word God is not wholly unſupported by the 
Autority of the New Teſtament alſo ; and St. 
Paul doth himſelf furniſh us with a full and 
notable Inſtance of this Senſe of it, 1 Cor. viii. g. 
. Of which Words I know no better Interpreta- 
tion, than to ſuppoſe, that the Apoſtle there 
ſpeaks of thoſe high Powers, which, according 
to the Language of the Fews, and the then pre- 
vailing Humour of the Romans, calling their 
Emperors [Divi] Gods, were honour'd with 
this Appellation. The Apoſtle indeed 1s in the 
Words before ſpeaking of Idols, which he fays 
are * Nothing in the World, only imaginary 


* The Hebrews ftile Idols C Df, 7. 6. Res M. 


Bili, Things of Nought, that have no real Exiſtence; and 


TN, which the Seventy tranſlate 1d jwndiv zyra, and 

“o, Thi that are Nothing, 1 Sam. xii. 21. St. Paul 

alludes to this Form of — 
Beings: 


rs 4 


Beings ; and then adds, there are many that 


are called Gods in Heaven, ſuch as the bleſſed 


ANGELS; and on Earth, ſuch as Kos and 


Jupos fo denominated by us Hebrews ; or as 
the Emyzrors, ſo named by the Romans: To 
convince the Corinthians, that the Word God, 
applied by ibem to departed HEROES, was no 


better an Argument, that they were really GO 


than, when given by the Jews to Angels and 
Princes, or by the Romans to their Emperors, 
it was to prove them real and proper Deities. 
But, notwithſtanding this Conceſſion, he roundly 
aſſerts, That there is no other God, in the ftri# 
and primary Senſe of the Word, but One; and 
by this he implies, that they, who were called 
Gods on Earth, were fo ſtiled ma ere wide 
and ſubordinate Senſe. 

III. Or that which is ee Theſe 
Words are not diſtin& from the foregoing, bat 
rather explanatory of them; and it is 


the Apoſtle adds theſe Explanations to the 


Words of Daniel, to determine and fix the 
Meaning of the Prophet; and to aſſure the 
Theſſalonians that Himſelf intends ſomething, by 
the Word God, of an infinitely more inferior 
Nature. The every God in Daniel includes un- 
der it every Being, to which the Name of God 
was uſually attributed in the Hebrew Language. 
But, as if this comprebenſtve Expreſſion of the 
Prophet did not ſufficiently guard the particular 
Acceptation in which the Apoſtle intended it 
ſhould be underſtood, he adds the Word called, 
cr ſappoſed, or reputed ; and that which is wor- 

ſhip'd, or rever*d, . or bonour d; hereby denoting 


Brings, that are the Objects of a ſill lower 


Kind 


i 


2 1 2 
Kind of Homage and Worſoip;- not only of ſuch» 
as is divine, but civil alſo.? And, that: he. 
might the more cloſely confine the Word Cad 
to the particular Signiſjieation of Princes and 
Governors, it is obſervable that he pitcbes on the 
very Word, which, at the Time of | writing) 
this Epiſtle, vas appropriated to the Roman 
+ Emperors; and this will be confeſſed to be 
done with the utmoſt Propriety, as the Scene of 
all that Iniquity, which ſtould be hereafter 
committed by the Man of Sin, ſhould be laid in 
the Metropolis of that Empire, the City of 
Rome. E + Ag A. $a yd avs 


: * 
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IV. But we muſt not ſo reſtrain theſe Words 
to civil Governors, as to exclude ſuch as are 
ecelgſiaſtical ; for, if the , ſo ſtiled their Go- 
vernors and Judges, & then might it fairly be in- 
fer d, from their Uſe of the Word God, that 
eccleſiaſtical Governors are principally deſign'd; 
inaſmuch as the Jewiſh Polity. was chiefly. ad- 
miniſterꝰd by eccleſiaſtical Perſons. Moreover, 


For tho' it be true, that EiCacrua (as Suicer hath 
ſhewn) is taken both in the Old and New Teſtaments for 
Lol; yet the primary Acceptation of the Word denotes, 
as H. Stephens ſays, Cultum Deo, aut ei, qui Majeſlatem 

m obtinet, ex hibitum; ſeu potius id, quod veneramur.. 
+ The Title of Auguſtus was conferr'd by the Senate on 
Odavius Cæſar, at the Motion of Munacius Plancus, and 
ſignifies, faith Dr. Prideaux ad A. ©. 27, ſomething that 
above human is ſacred and venerable. ' Hence the following 
Roman Emperors affected the Title of Auguſti, and were 
ſtiled in Conſequence hereof ec agel by the Grecians, and 
the Imperial Dignity S:Ca7wos Trun, or S Caopwor 'AZi- 
ua Nero is call'd Zecagde, Act. xxv. 25. : 

F The Hebrew Judges, ſays Origen cont, Celſum, 1. 4. 
p. 182. were called Gods, 4d 73 Aab Hes, 9 73 
vrig ANOPOOLON | 


r 


every 
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every God will comprehend all Perſons, ho 
are inveſted with any Kind of ſapereminent Au- 
tority, whether it relates to Matters temporal 
or ſpiritual. And tho* the Word, which is 
render*d that is worſhiped, was the known' Title 
of the Roman Emperors, when St. Paul wrote 
this Epiſtle; yet in after Ages it was beſtow'd 
on the Rulers and Governors of the Chriſtian 
Church.“ 2! 4 Har SGD 

V. Thus far of the Perſons, whom the Man 
of Sin ſhould oppoſe, viz. civil and eccleſiaſti- 
cal Governors. Let us now enquire, wherein 
the Oppoſition and Exaltation of Himſelf ſhould. 
conliſt, The former Word then, he oppoſeth, 
implies, that he ſhould interrupt and moleſt civil 
nd eccleſiaſtical Governors in the free Exerciſe 
of their reſpective Powers: The latter, he ex- 
alteth, That he ſhall throw off the Obedience, 
which he owes ; wreſt the Autority out of their 
Hands, and take it into his own; and claim to 
himſelf an arbitrary and uncontrolled Preemi- 
nence in all Cauſes, and over all Perſons ; vainly 
preſuming, that God hath ſubjected every Or- 
dinance of Man to his Will, and that he him- 
ſelf is accountable to none? And doth not this 
Prophecy ſet before us, in open View, the bold 
Encroachments of the Biſhops of Rome, on the 
lawful Juriſdiction of temporal Princes in their 
reſpective Kingdoms; and on the Autority of 
Biſhops in their peculiar Dioceſes ? 


* ScCacrd; literally tranſlated into Latin is <venerabilir, 
reverendus, the Appellations uſually attributed to the Fa- 
thers of the Church. 

+ For this Reaſon the Apoſtle tiles him, v. 8. dener, 


tawles. 
| VI. As 
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VI. As for the Firſt of theſe: The Attempts 
that have been made, and ſometimes with Suc- 
ceſs, to reduce civil Princes under the Power of 
the Biſhop of Rome, are ſo numerous, that there 
is not perhaps a Nation or Province in Chriſten- 
dom, which hath not, at ſome Time or other, 
unhappily experienced the fad Effects of this 
Papal ſurpation. The Hiſtory of almoſt every 
Country abounds with Accounts of PRINOES 
depoſed or excommunicated, or threatenꝰd with 
Depoſition or Excommunication z of SUBJECTS 
ſpirited up to Rebellion againſt their lawful So- 
vereigns z or terrified, by the diabolical Sen- 
tence of eternal Damnation, into the Miſeries 
of a civil War; of Plots and Conſpiracies; of 
Murders and Maſſacres, ſet on foot by the Le- 
gates and Agents of Rome, by Virtue of that 
Plenitude of Power, which God hath given, as 
they vainly pretend, to the Succeſſor of St. 
Peter; whereby He alone is conſtituted a Prince 
over all Nations and Kingdoms, to root out, 
and to pull down; to deſtroy and throw down; 
to build and to plant. Now this abſolute So- 
vereignty, claim'd by the See of Rome over all 
Orders of Men, hath been long ſince -imaged 
under the Repreſentation of a two-edged Sword : 
which Sword Pope Boniface VIII. had affirmed 
to be in his Keeping; and having proclaimed 
the Jubilee at Rome, A. D. 1300. in order to 
- convince both Clergy and Laity, that what he 
had aſſerted he was reſolved to maintain, he is 
reported to have uſed 53 following Expedi- 

ent. 


i } 

ent. On the firſt Day of this Solemnity he 
„ - appeared in publick in his poritifical Robes, 
, and gave the People Apoſtolic Benediction. 
The Day following, he being dreſſed in the 
Habit and Attire of an Emperor, and wear- 
ing on his Head a Mitre no ways inferior 
£* (ſays my Author) to the Imperial Crown, 
commands a naked Sword to be carried be- 
* fore him, and ſeating himſelf (in his Throne) 
+ cries out with a loud Voice, Behold ! Here 
* are two Swords,* And during his Pontifi- 
cate he took an ortunity of convincing 


Mankind, that he would not bear theſe Swords 


in vain: For having ſent his Legate to the 
Court of France, to inſtigate Philip le Bel to the 
Holy Wars; with Orders, that, if Arguments 
and Entreaties fail'd, he ſhould make Uſe of 
Threats; + the Nuncio fo preciſely executed the 
Inſtructions of his Maſter, that his Saucineſs 
provoked the French King to lay him under an 
Arreſt, and to throw him into Priſon. Here- 
upon Boniface lays hold on his naked Sword, 
and at one Stroke cuts off poor Philip from the 
Communion of the Church; for this Reaſon, 
ſays my Catholic Author, becauſe he had vio- 
lated the Law of Nations A doughty Reaſon 


Primo quidem ſolenni Die, in Pontificalibus a 
Populo, Apoſtolicam illis Benedictionem . oſtero 
autem Die, imperiali Habitu, Infulà nihilo minds Cæſaren 
inſignis, Gladium ante ſe nodatum juſſit deferri, & ſedeng 
alta Voce teſtatur, Ecce Duo Gladii bic.” Albert. Lant- 
zius Rer. Saxon. I. 8. c. 36. 7. APY 
1 Additis quibuſdam MIx Is. Fita Bonifacii ag. Biwinm, 
I Phitippum IV. cognomine Pulchrum Franciz Regem, 
eb yiolatum Jus Gentium [ysTz excommunicavit.» bid, 


fr 
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— of eccleſuſtical Cer 
ſures, in a Cauſe the moſt v 8 


nſtr of the Goſpel of Peace. 

VII. That 151 Bi 5 of. ome 
himſelf alſo over the o een py 5 Chri- 
ſtian Church, claiming 2 2 ie function in 


all ſpiritual Cunts, 2. 66: is now no longer a mere | 
* Court-Opinion (ſays Biſhop Ball“) 
only by the Pope's Paraſites and Flatterers but 
* become a Part of the Faith of the 47 55 
of Rome: it n 

„% Trent Creed, to which all Eccleſiaſtics 
« ſworn themſelves, and which, by the — 
Oath, they are obliged to teach the Laity 
under their Care and Charge“ The Title 
of Oecumenical or Univerſal Biſhop paved the 
Way for bis Uſurpation of the Man of Sin- 
BowieAacs III. having reſided at the Court of 
Conſtantinople, in Quality — the Pope's Miniſter, 
was advanced, by the — of- Phacas, to the 
See of Rome, A. D. 606. At which Time 
Phocas the Emperor was greatly offended at 
Cyriacus, the Patriarch; age 1 contrary to. the. 
Uſage, of his Predeceſſors, gave more Coun- 
tenance to the See of Rome, yo to that of 
Conſtantinople, Which favourable Opportu- 
nity Boniface laying hold of, prevails on Fhacas 
to Ae on him and his . the n 

ted Point of Supremacy, and to acknowlege the 

Church of Rome the Head and Mother of all 
Churches. From hence the Proteſtants uſually 


Letter to Biſhop of Meaux, 5. 2. . 
+ Apoeriſiarii. 4 * * 


2 2 


L 20 J 

date the Riſe of this pretended Claim to the Title 
of Univerſal Biſhop. | 8 
VIII. But, ſay the Romaniſts,“ the Proteſtants 
maliciouſly calumniate the Church of Rome, in 
aſſerting, that their Biſhops did not lay Claim to 
this Title before the Pontificate of Boniface : That 
this Title had been both claimed, and allowed, long 
before in the Council of Chalcedon, A. D. 451. 
That what Phocas granted, was not the beftorw- 
ing of "a Title, which Boniface had not; but 
the confirming of that, which he had before; 
and that too jure divino, by divine Right: An 
that even John (who would think it?) and 
Oriacus of Conſtantinople, did acknowlege it to 
belong to Pope Gregory, as Biſhop of Rome. 

IX. Now (all Malice and Calumm apart) tho', 
I think, r it is true, that the Biſhops of Rome 
did pretend to a Superiority over other Churches 
before the Pontificate of Boniface; yet a Claim is 
then moſt properly ſaid to be made, when it is 
firſt aſumed in the publick Acts and Deeds of 
him, who makes it. And, if the Proteſtants 
ſhould allow, that inſtead of ſaying the Title of 
Univerſal Biſhop was firſt claimed by Boniface, it 


Vid. Binius in his Notes on Boniface's Life. 

I For the Demand that Leo I. made in his Letters ſent 
to the Council of Chalcedon, that his Repreſentatives ſhould 
prefide therein; and, long before this, the Excommunica- 
tion of the Afiatic Churches by Victor I. for not obſerving 
Eaſter at the ſame Time with the Weſtern Churches, are 
ſufficient Proofs, that they did claim an undue Autority 
over other Churches, I muſt, however, inform my 
Reader, That this raſh and bold Act of Victor was re- 
1 ſented by all wiſe and ſober Men of his own Party; ſe- 
«« veral of whom wrote /barply to him.“ © Bingham*s Ant. 


B. a0. 6: 5 . 
| "3 
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was then firſt publich aſſumed; I do not ſee what 
Advantage the Papiſts will hereby gain. Fot 
when this Conceſſion is made; then we-argu ag 

That, altho' this Claim had been before aſſert 

by the Biſhop of Rome, yet it was /eldom grant- 
ed; and, that if the Complaiſance of the Coun- 
cil of Cyalcedon to Leo I. and of Jabn and Cyria- 
cus to Gregory, be an Argument to THEM, that, 
what was thus claimed, did of right belong to the 
Biſhops of Rome; the Decree of the firſt Coun- 
cil of Nice,* and the Proteſtation of the Monks 
of Bangor to St. Auſtin, the ſame Gregory's Miſ- 
ſionary, are at leaf as authentick Proofs to vs, | 

that it did not. But what Advantage is it, I-fay, 
to the Papiſts, if the Proteſtants allow, that the 
Biſhops of Rome had claimed a Superiority over 
other Churches- before the Days of Boniface ? 
None at all : They only bind the Prophecy of 
St. Paul the more cloſely on their own Shoul- 
ders; fince every Claim 'of this Sort will be'a 
Proof, that this Myſtery of Iniquity was then 
working ; and that the Man of Sin was making 
ſome bold Efforts to break looſe from that Re- 
ſtraint, which withheld his Appearance. And, 
if-it ſhould appear, that this Claim was from 
Time to Time over. ruled, as by other Cauſes, fo 
alſo by the Interpoſition of the Roman EM- 

PERORS ; then did THAT let, which the A 

tle had foretald ſeould let, or hinder the Coming 
of the Man of Sin. Now, very obſervable it 
is (and this the Romaniſts themſelves confeſs}) 
| That the Emperors, reſiding . (as they chiefly 
did 


Canon 6. 
7 In odium Cyriaci Conſtant, Patriarchz, contra morem 
Suorum anteceſſarum Impp. Romano Pontifici plus quam Con- 
ſtant, 
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did towards the Declenſion of the Empire) at 
Conſtantinople, ** favour'd the Biſhops of that 
See, againſt the Pretenſions of the Biſhops of 

1 to the Title of Univerſal Biſhop. 

X. It is moreover alleged, That what 
1 Phocgs beſtow'd on Boniface, was the Confir- 
& mation only of a Title, which he had before 

* ure diuino, by divine Right.” Why then 
did the Biſhops of Rome ſuffer a Claim founded 
on Aivine ht, to be ſo long ſe gde by the 
Pretences of other R. or to be at any time 
taten out of their Hands? But did Chrjf then 
really inveſt the Supremacy of his Church in 
St. Peter? Or did the other Apoſtles ackyow- 
lege the Supremacy to be — in him? 
Nothing leſs. For, as to the firſt Queſtion, the 
Catholics have nothing to ſay, unleſs you will 
be comtented with /uch Explanations of Scripture 
as they ſhall give; in which the Proteſtants 
have demonſtrated over and over again to prove 

to their Purpoſe. And as to the ſecond ; 
the Behaviour of the other Apoſtles to St. Peter 
will not permit us to ſuppoſe, that they acknow- 
leged his Supremacy. or did they conflitute 
St. Peter, who was an Apoſtle of the Circumci- 
fon, Biſhop of the Metropolitical Church of 
the believing Jews ? No; he was Biſhop, ſay 
the Romanilts, of the Church of Antioch, which 
was in Saljeifion to the See of Jeruſalem; to 


Lant. Urbis Antifit | ning, hoc, de quo cum Epiſcopis | 

Conſtant. Pelagius, Gregorius & Bonifacius Pontifices jam- 

diu ante contenderant, decidit Phocas Imp. viz. quod Con- 

ftant. Epiſcopus Nomen Oecumenici indebite uſurpet, ut- 

. quod Romanæ Eccleſiæ jure divino "—_—_— * 
i 


= 7 : 
whoſe Deciſion alſo ſhe referred the Controverf, 
that ſhe could not determine by her own Auto- 
rity. Again; Did the of St. Peter int 
any Caſe over. rule the Opinion of the other A 
tles? No: But the other Apoſtles, 
that he had ated improperly, Falls upon him 


3 twice to give an Account of his Conduct: And in 


- the firſt of theſe Caſes St. Peter 3 ne 


not on the Score of I 
queathed to him by or . 1 


knowleged — 1.5 over his Brethren; but 
on the Autority of a Viſon, that God had occa- 
fionally vouchfafed him. In the ſecond Caſe 
St. Paul withſlood him openly at Antioch, becauſe 
he was to be BLAMED: And, as if he had fore- 
ſeen, that this ed Supremacy of St. Peter 
ſhould be that ſtrong Delufien, which the Man of 
Sin ſhould deviſe, to reconcile 1 7 of 

ious Chriſtians to his Impoſitions orrup» 
og 3 he hath ſpent the greateſt Part of two 
Chapters of a ſhort Epiſtle in confuting this No- 
tion; which he hath done fo effectually, and 
with- ſuch folid Reaſoning, as will at all Times 
have the better of Quibbling on Words. 

XI. The main Propofition therefore is falſe 
Let us now examine the Zuſneſs of the Concluſion : 
fe Becauſe the Supremacy was ſettled by Chriſt 
**.0n St. Peter, therefore it belongs by divine 
Right to the Biſhops of Rome, who are St. 
© Peter's Succxssors.” The Catholics main · 
tain, ** That St. Peter preſided ſeven Tears: 
** over the Church of Auioch; and in the 2d of 
* Claudius. removing from thenice to Rome, | 
* * that See twenty-five Years, two 

Months, 
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sc“ Months, and three Days.“ Now, if gt. Peter 


was firſt Biſhop of Antioch, then the Church of 
Antioch, by the Argument of Succeſſion, as lon 

as it ſubſiſted, was itſelf alſo the Motber of all 
Churches. But did the Apoſtles allow her to be 


ſuch? No; we have already ſeen ſbe did not 


eſteem herſelf ſo to be. Again; when St. 
Peter had removed from Antioch to Rome, ap- 
pointing Euoqius his Succeſſor at Antioch ; then 
Euodius, as ſuch, was the ſupreme Governor of 
the Church of Chriſt, as well as St. Peter: And 
at this Time, there was One ſupreme Head at 
Rome, and Another ſupreme Head at Antioch ; 
One Mother Church at Rome, and Another Mo- 

ther Church alſo at Antioch, Once more; after 
the Martyrdom of St. Peter, theſe ſupreme 
Heads were increaſed to the Number of 

FOUR, living at the ſame Time; wiz. the 
Biſhop of Antioch; Clemens, whom, ſay the 
Romaniſts,+ St. Peter appointed his Succeſſor, 
but would xo: act; and Linus and Cletus, who 
had been Coadjutors to St. Peter, and did act. 
And if, at this Diſtance, we could determine 
what Other Churches they were, which this 
great Apoſtle ſettled, in the Courſe of his Mi- 


Vita S. Petri, ap. Binium. Baronius corre#s the lat- 
ter Account thus, He preſided over the Church of Rome 
«. 24 Years, 5 Months and 11 Days.” The Account itſelf 
is taken from the Catalogue of Eccleſiaſtical Writers, printed 
in St. Hierom's Works. Let learned Men determine, Whe- 
ther that Catalogue be authentic: Eraſmus hath given us 
ſome Reaſon to ſaſpect, that Sophronius did ſomething more 
than tran/late it into Greek; and the Account it gives 
St. Peter is ſtuff d with more Blunders and Anachroni/ms, 
than I can ſuppoſe the learned _ could be guilty of. 

Tei 


| m rh. 


+ Vid. Binii Notas ad Vitam 8 


niſtry, 


3 
| niſtry, either at Babylon, in Pontus, Galatia, 
| Cappadocia, Aſia, and Bithynia;, and wherein 
likewiſe he at any Time pre/ided as Biſhop, we 
might poſlibly raiſe the Number of ſupreme Go- 
vernors, by the aforeſaid Rule of Succeſſion, from 
four to FouRTEEN. Now the Papiſts will not, I 
ſuppoſe, aſſert, that each of theſe many and diffe- 
rent Churches was inveſted at the ſame time with 
the Supremacy ; for ſuch an Aſſertion is a down- 
right Contradiction: And, if they arbitrarily 
exclude the other Churches from this Claim, 
founded in common with theirs on the pretended 
Right of Succeſſion ; then do they allo prove this 
Right of Succeſſion to be no Right at all. But 
what ſhall we ſay of Men, profeſſing Learning, 
the Name and Miniſtry of Chriſt, who preſume 
to frame Articles of Fal TH on Principles ſo 
doubtful and precarious? Or where is their 
Wiſdom, in building ſuch ſtately and towering 
Edifices for themſelves, on ſuch uncertain and 
ſandy Foundations? | 
XII. Laſtly it is urged, ** That Jobn and 
© Cyriacus of Conſtantinople did yield the Title 
ok Univerſal Biſhop to Pope Gregory,” If 
this be true, it is of no Conſequence, as I have 
ſhewn before; and let the Romaniſts ſeriouſly 
conſider, whether, in aſſerting this, they do 
not blot the Memory of that good Biſhop with 
the odious Character of 1n/mcerity ; whilſt they 
repreſent him, as ſoliciting the Emperor Mau- 
rice privately by Letter for the Title of Univerſal 
Biſhop; at the ſame Time he was openly with- 
ſtanding Fobn for aſſuming it; declaring that 
** whoeycr” (without any Reſerve or Exception 
E in 
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in favour of his own See) ** pretended to it, 
% was the Forerunner of Antichriſt!” * , 
XIII. And doth St. Gregory, himſelf a Biſhop 
of Rome, declare, that whoſo claimeth the 
* Title of Univerſal Biſhop, is the Forerunner 
« of Antichriſt ?* Then the ſuppoſed infalli- 
ble Chair of St. Peter doth itſelf dire us, where 
to fix the RRSTDENOE of the Man of Sin: 
And then alſo is my Application of this Part of 
St. Paul's Prediction, no Proteſtant Slander; being 
ſupported by the Autority of a Romiſh Biſhop 
and Saint, 


. *  Fidenter dico, quod quiſquis ſe Univerſalem Sacerdotem 


vocat, vel wocart defiderat in Elatione fua, Antichriſtum 


Fræcurrat. Gregorizs, L. 6. Ep. 30. . 


ry 


1 7 


NOTE un. 


Of the Pope's Affectatioan of DIVINxIT v. 

. expreſſed in bis Pretence to Infallibility, 
and the licentious Exerciſe of the Power 
of the Keys. 5 


r. HE next Note or Cbaracter, which 
| St. Paul hath given us, to trace out the 
Man of Sin, lies in the following Words; 
fe, as God, ſitteth in “ the Temple of God, 
„ ſhewing himſelf that he is God.“ I fhall 
firſt endeavour to ſettle the Meaning of theſe 
Words; and afterwards apply them to the 
avow'd Claim and Practices of the Church of 
Rome. | 
2. To str, as I noted before, is uſed in 
Scripture, as a Sign or Symbol of Preemmence 


The former Clauſe of which Words in the Original 
runs thus, *'Qcs durd ele Toy Naty Ts Oe, ws Gets, 
xa ici, ita ut ſedeat ad Templum Dei, ut Deus. So in 
Thucydides, L. 3. KaliCrow ts 72 Hygator Intra, Sup- 

lices ſedent ad Templum Junonis. But what then doth 

tting at the Temple of God mean? This relates either to 
the Pagan Cuſtom, obſery'd by the Summus Antifter, or 
Antiflita, of delivering the Oracles of their Gods, fitting at 
the Cortina, ot Mreen I v. Plutarch, de 1 Orac. c. 14] 
or elſe to the Situation of the Biſhop's in Chriſti 
Churches, which was placed in the Chancel above and. 
near the NaZs, the Nave and Body of the Church. Vids 
Bingham's Antiq. B. 8. c. 6. b f 


Ez and 


ce} 
and Power; and to ſit in the Temple of God, a 
Sign of eccleſiaſtical Autority. So the Sovereign 
Majeſty of Heaven || is reprefented {ting on 
his Throne; and, for the ſame Reaſon, Kings 
and Princes are deſcribed ſitting and RULING 
in [/rael.* . Hence alſo the Chriſtian Hierar- + 
chy,f in the Viſions vouchſafed to St. Joln, 
are ſet forth to his View, fiting on Thrones 
round the Altar of God : and from him the an- 
tient Fathers ſpeak of Biſhops and their Prieſts 
governing their People under the ſame Symbol.$ 
In later Ages this Form of Speech ſo well re- 
commended itſelf to the Senſe of Mankind, 
that, in modern Languages; to /i/, and prefide 
over a Dioceſe, became ſy nonomous Terms; 
and a Biſhop's Sex at this Day denotes in our 
Tongue the Epiſcopal Office. | 
3. But this general Senſe of che Word fit will 
not help us much in our preſent Enquiry; un- 
leſs we can reſtrain its Meaning to ſome parti. 
cular Acts of the ſacerdotal Office. This, I 
find, Scripture hath done for us; having point- 
ed out two eſpecial Duties of a Miniſter of 
Chriſt under the Symbol of fitting, vz. 
Tz acnixcG and Jupcinc. An Inſtance of 
the former reſtrained Senſe we meet with in 
Matt. xxiii. 2, 3. ** The Scribes and Phariſees 
« ſit in Moſes s Seat :* which Words our bleſſed - 


f 1 Kings xxii. 19. Iſai. vi. 1, Rinks & paſſim, 
Jer. xxii. 30. | 
- + Rev. iv. 4. & zlibi, 
Hence Igratius ſtiles Preſbyters STNEAPION 7# 
Oer. Ep. ad Trallefior ; and the Clergy Oed "Orxoy0puer, 
ITAPEAPO]I, Alſcſſores, x) Vrugererr Ep. ad Poby- 


cdi um. 


Lord 
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| Lord afterwards thus explains, Al therefore 
** ewhatſorver they B1D you oblerye, that obſerve 

** and. do.” And of the-latter Senſe, as in 

other Places, ſo in c. xix. 28. of the ſame 
Evangeliſt, where Chriſt tells his Diſciples, 

e that they. ſhall fit on Thrones JuDGi1noG the 

* twelve Tribes of Hrael.“ | 

4. Moreover, under the Term ſitting f is in- 

cluded likewiſe the Notion of Permanency and 

Duration. And this Idea is fo ſtrongly implied 

under the - Poſture of ting, and fo cloſely 

joined to it, that I ſhall content myſelf with 

the bare Mention of it, without citing any other 
Autority, than that of St. Chry/oſtom, F who 
aſſerts, that to fit is often uſed ſor the Con- 
tinuance of the Thing, of which it is ſpoken.” 

And this Obſervation alſo is (by the Way) ano- 
ther Argument, that the Man of Sin ſhould not 

be a lingle Perſon, but a Succeſſion of Gover- 
nors. , 

5. Yet. hitherto we have not diſcover'd any 

Thing criminal in the Man of Sin; nor had the 

Apoſtle ſtigmatiz'd him to all Ages under this 

Character, if he was to fit in the Temple of 

God merely as a Teacher and a Judge; for both 
theſe he muſt needs have been, as he was a 

RulER in the Church of Chriſt. Wherein 

therefore doth his Fault lie? In a very narrow 


This judicia/ Notion of the Word fitting is ſo cuſto- 
mary with profane Authors alſo, that H. Stephens ſays, the 
Words x«0nyua and xai, ſed, are uſed for fitting in 
3 and cites Plato and W for that 


poſe. 
+ T. alda. TONAGCYS i 75 7 worius xGTor Comm. 
n Plal. K. 7. 
Compaſs 


* 


30 
Compaſs indeed, yet 2 a heavy Accu- 
ſation. He fs, fays St. Paul, not as other 
Biſhops, but as Gop. And this implies, that 
inſtead of acting as the Miniſter of that Cop, 
whoſe Servant he is, he aſſumes to HiMsELT 
a licentious uncommiſſion*'d Power of acting in 
his own Name; and, inſtead of an Agent, be- 
comes the Principal : In his Office of TE acn- 
1x6, inſtead of ſpeaking as the Oracles of Gon 
and explaining his Will, he thall impoſe on the 
People the Judgments and Opinions of his own 
Mind, and teach for Doctrines the Command. 
ments of MEN: In his Office of Jupornc, 
inſtead of uſing the Power of the Ke rs in that 
_ reſtrained, moderate and ſober Senſe, in which 
Chriſt beſtowed it on his Church, ſor the ſpiri- 
tual Comfort and Edification of Men, he ſhall 
uſurp an illicit Autority over the Conſciences of 
Mankind, and acquit or-condema them at his 
- own Will and Pleaſure, And this the Man of 
Sin, by the wiſe Appointment of Almighty 
God, ſhall be permitted to do, not for one 
only, but many Ages. | 
6. Shewing bimſelf to be Cod. The Word 
ſewing ſignifies either the conſtituting himſelf a 
God, (it being uſed by the beſt Authors for ap- 


Cum fit Servus, ſays Jreneas, |. 5. c. genult. tamen 
- adorari vult ut Deus. F. | 

_ + Hence 7uflin M. concludes, from the of 
Daniel, c. vii. 29. where the Word Time, he ſays, ac- 
cording to the Senſe of the Rabbins, denotes a Year, That 
the Man of Sin would ſubſiſt 3 50 Years. Tü KAIPON 
TxaTov in EHV [you Jews] aiyeobar & , wire 
28, Gig vd $415 00 ru *Avopias” Arber Trrexiaia 
FerTHXOYTa G70 Cantmheyoar SG Dial. cum Tryphone, 


p. 52. mA 
- pointing 


the Joy - Verſion and 
St. Hierom * ſeem * 1s it, it will mean, 
that the Man of Sin ſhall challenge to himſelf 
brvixx Honours: In the la/ter, as St. GregoryF 
ſuppoſed it was to be explained, that by his 
Deluſions he ſhould ſo far impoſe on the Senſe 
of Mankind, as to prevail an them to concerue 
of him, not as Man, but as Gop. . It ſeems 


E that both are intended by the Apoſtle 5 
r that he fits in the Temple as Cad, 
he implies that he ſhould claim to himſelf the 
Prerogative of God; and in adding, at v. 9. 


in ſaying, 


that his Coming ſhould. be with Signs and hing 
Wonders, he inſinuates, that delufve Methods. 


ſhall be uſed to miſead Mankind into this un- 


due Opinion of him. Haying thus need: 
the Words of the Apoſtle, I come to 

them to the avowed Claim and Practices the 
Church of Rome. 


7. Here. I might, fairly take an Advantage 
of the Romaniſts, and. aſſert, - that this Pro- 
phecy hath been Gteralh. fulkil'd in the Biſhops 


of Rome, For it is notorious, that not only 
their Court-Writers: and Paraſites have compli- 


mented. M Popes (ho have. patiently received 


their Campliments) in theſe groſs and r 


®* Antichriſtus ſedebit in Templo Dei— oflendens ſe tan- 
quam ipſe fit Chriſtus & Filius Dei. 4d Algaſiam Qui. 11. 


F Cum ſit damnatus Homo, & nequaquam Spiritus, 


Deum ſe elle mentitur. Comm. im F ob. Las. 21 J. 
mouy 
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e 
mous Terms, The Lord our God the Pope ;”$ 
and again, Thou art another God on Earth:“ 
but alfo the grave and ſerious Governors of their 
Church have not ſcrupled to ſpeak of them 
in the ſame Style, in which Stephen Patracenſis, 
an Archbiſhop, and, as he informs us in his 
Speech, an old Man, of ſeventy Years, addreſſes 


himſelf to Lo X. in the Council of Lateran,* 


before an auguſt Aſſembly, telling him, ** that 
all Power was given to him in Heaven and 
in Earth.” But, waving this Advantage, 
fince no Church, I think, ſhould ſuffer for the 
intemperate Zeal of its particular Members; 1 
ſhall drop it with this Obſervation, That it is a 


Diſhonour to the Roman Communion to tolerate 


theſe and ſuch like Expreſſions in her Decretals, 


and the As of her Councils: | eſpecially as the 


Governors of that Church have been fo long 
accuſtom'd to the Uſe of a Poteſtas expurgatoria, 
a Power of expunging ſuch Paſſages, ' as they 
do not like, out of Authors, of infinitely greater 
Credit and Autority, | 8 

8. But I muſt, and do inſiſt upon it, that 
this Prophecy hath been fulfilled in the preſent 
avow*d Principles and Practices of the Church of 
Rome : In particular, that the Abuſe of eccle- 
fraſtical Power, which the Man of Sin ſhould 
be guilty of, ri Rs r, in Matters of Doctrine, or 
in his Office of Teaching, hath been verified in 
the Pretence, which that Church makes, to 


Dominus Devs noſter Papa. In the Extravagants 
cited by Ferwel. | 
- | Chriſt. Marcellus in the Council of Lateran, Tu es 
« alter Devs in terris. F. | 
Nie Acta Concilii. Seſſ. 8. 4. D. 1514. 
| Ixrals 
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IsFALLIBiLITY; and what is the Conſequence 
of this, in the implicit Obedience ſhe requires to 
all her Decrees, It is true, the Romaniſts are 
not agreed in whit Hands they. ſhould lodge fo 
rare a Privilege ; but ſure they are, they have it 
ſomewhere ; and it would be a Pity indeed, not 
to know where to find it. The Councils and 
Conſiſtory of CRD Ars have ſhewn an Un- 
willingneſs to place it in the Keeping of the 
Poet ; (two Councils, viz, that of Conſtance 
and Bail, having determined this Matter point- 
blank , againſt him) and yet his Hola, not- 
withſtanding the Autority of theſe Conmcꝛls, 
| hath been as unwilling to part with it: Witnels 
the great Diſturbance, which was occaſioned. in 
the French Church, for no other Reaſon, than 
that the Cardinal of Lzrain, who aſſiſted at the 
Council of Trent, * ** publicly declared, that 
the Fatulty of Divinity at Paris; the Univer- 
e fities of the Kingdom; and, in a Word, all 
© France vas perluaded, that the Pope, far 
*'from being in e, ought to con to the 
% Deciſions of Toni he Pope looked 
&* upon this Declaration as an Injury done to 
* his Autority 3 inſomuch that thé King (of 
% France) having nominated to the Epiſcopacy, 
«© ſome of thoſe, who had aſſiſted at that Aſ- 
1s ſemblyꝰ (and had join'd, I ſuppole, with the 
Cardinal in the Declaration) — © Bulls were 
* refuſed them, on Pretence that they do not | 
„% make Profeſſion of a ound Doctrine,” 


Pots... Vid. Proceedings of the Parliament at Paris upon the 
Pope's Bull 1687. tranſlated into Engliſh by Order of Mr. 
 Barillon. Lond. 1688, | * . 


F But, 


| [ 34 ] 
But, leaving the Pope to maintain his PzrS@- 
NAL Infallibility, as he may, againſt theſe Re- 
monſtrances; I will endeavour to do his Holi- 
neſs a good Office; and ſhew, that if H hath 
not this infallible Spirit in his Keeping, neither 
have general Couxc ils it in tbejr*s; and out of 
the great Number of. theſe, there is not one, 
that hath a poorer Claim to it, than that of the 
Council of TA Exr. | | | 
9. In ſpeaking of the Autority of General 
Councils, it is foreign to my Deſign to examine 
the Merits of this Queſtion; having no other 
Concern with it, than to' ſhew, as I ſhall 

* « briefly attempt to do, on the Principles and 
Conceſſions of the Papiſts, that 1h band not 

| proved them to be infallible. And, firſt, I ob- 
ſerve they have not yet ſettled a previous ne- 
Queſtion among themſelves, nor de- 
termined what Councils to call general, and what 
not. Cardinal Bellarmine, for inſtance, ranks in 
the Number of theſe, the Synod aſſembled at 
Syrmium A. D. 351. againſt Photinus; but Car- 
dinal Baronius will not allow it to be ſo; and 
Binius fides with the latter. Now, till this Point 
be decided, the Church muſt be at a Loſs to 
know what Councils ſhe is to eſteem infallible, 
and what ot, 2. General Councils have err'd: 
this Bellarmine muſt own in ſaying, as he doth 
expreſsly of the aforementioned Synod, as well 
as of others, that it was partly reprobated or 
condemn'd ; and Binius aſſigns a juſt Reaſon, 
dix. it had left out in its Confeſſion of Faith 
the Word conſubſtantial, that had been inſerted 


Vid. Binium in loc. | 
N bs 


— 


\ 


% 


aa... © Oe 
by the Councilof Nice. Now if they may err, 
what becomes of their Infallibility? 3. Different 
General Councils have enacted contradictory De- 
crees; one of theſe therefore muſt needs have 


- 


been fallible. 4. Different General Councils 
have differently determined the very Diſpute 
before us: the Councils of Bal and of Conſtance 
putting the Supremacy in the Autority of Gene- 
ral Councils; and the laſt Council of Lateran re- 
placing it in the Pope, 5. 1 
calls ſome Councils, y oved, 7 
condemned or rejected py 70 doch Binius : 
Hence it follows, that even the ſame Council is 
to be eſteem'd partly fallible, partly infallible. 
But what Trifling and Mockery is this? Or 
what Dependance is to be placed in Councils, 
whoſe Autority the Papiſts have made ſo pre- 
carious * How much better Senſe, and Temper, 
and Judgment, hath the Church of England 
ſhewn on this Occaſion in her 21ſt Article? 
Where ſhe decrees, ** That General may per 
© as they be an Aſſembly of Men, whereof a 
*© be not governed with the Spirit and Word 
* of God, may err, and ſometimes have err'd, 
** even in Things pertaining to God. Where- 
fore Things ordained by them as neceſſary to 
Salvation, have neither Strength, nor Auto- 
© rity, unleſs it may be declared, that they be 
taken out of Holy Scripture.” 

10. As to the Council of Trent, I proteſt 
2 the Infallibility of that for the Reaſons 
following: 1. Becauſe the adding ſo many ſu- 

rnumerary Articles to the primitive Rule of 
Faith, ſhew'd too great a Diſregard to the Judg- 
F; ment 


X { 36. 1 
ment of the antient Church.“ 2. Becauſe th 
adopting thoſe Points that were then Kar mon bx 
between, the Papiſts and Proteſtants into their 
Creeds, betray'd a manifeſt Suſpicion of their 
Cauſe; and ſhews, that what they could not 
mainlain on the Foot of Reaſon and Scripture, 
they were determined to force upon Mankind, on 
I know not what, Autority of a General Council. 
3. Becauſe. the decreeing the Belief of theſe 
controverted Points neceſſary to Salvation, was, at 
that Juncture eſpecially, a Loading of the Con. 
„ of their own People with grievous and 
heavy Burthens. 4. Becauſe among the Arti- 
cles they have ſuperadded, there is one, that 
contradicts the fundamental Principle of Chri- 
ſtianicy, the ſole Merits and Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, I mean the Doctrine of SaryT-Wor-. 
SHIP. g. Becauſe this, and her Siſter-Cor- 
ruption the Worſhip & of IMaces, as well as the 
Up of the latter, || were condemn'd by other 
venerable Councils. 6. Becauſe others of their 


Decrees are novel Inventions; ſuch as thoſe of. 
Pu ROATORY and INDULGENCES, and are. 


-* Tded forte priſcæ Eccleſiæ, ejuſq; Symbolis acquieſ- 


cendum. Certe enim eſt, qui tunc Fundamentalis Articulus 
non fuerit, neq; Bodie haberi debere. Mede Epiſt. 82. 
I + Virtually condemn'd by the 35th Canon of the Council 


of Laodicea, A. D. 361, or 364. for it prohibits the 


Naming or Invoking of Angels; and conſequently of Saints; 
and the Reaſon aſſign'd for the Prohibition is, ** that he, 
vo doth ſo, hath forſaken our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
of God, and given himſelf up to Idolatry,” #yxa7ta- 
1 Toy Kögler nav Inody Xers ov, I d, T8 Oe, Y Ei- 
Jo ν.ů¶ꝗepονπνννν e * 4 
F Condemn'd by the Council of Frankfort, A. D. 794. 

| Condemn'd by the 36th Canon of the Council of Ei- 


berts, A. D. 3os. ker 
e conteſſec 


- 


_ 
conſeſſed to be ſo by their own-Writers.* 7. Be. 
cauſe in Others the Trent Doctors have been 
guilty of, groſs Prævarication; as in the Noc- 
trines of Indulgences (as we ſhall ſe preſently) of 
Half-Communion, and Penance, + For theſe 
therefore, and other Reaſons, I affirm that the 
Meeting of Trent deſerves no Name fo ith, as 
that of a General Council; and was in Truth a 
JunTo or ParTIZans, combined to cry 
down the Proteſtants at all Adventures; and 


®* Vid. Bingham's Ant. L. 18. c. 4. . 10. 2 

+ The Trent Doctors allow that our bleſſed Saviour in- 
ſtituted his Supper, and St. Pau deliver'd it (to the Corin- 
thians). under both Kinds; but becauſe it doth not appear 
from the 6th of St. Job, which is variouſly * — 
that it ſhould be ſo adminifter'd, therefore, &c. Sum 
of which Argument is this, That, becauſe a Paſſage of 
St. Fobn hath been variouſly interpreted, therefore an ex- 
preſs Command of our bleſſed Lord, and the Tradition of 
St. Paul are to be ſet aſide. Again, they allow it to have 
been a Practice not unuſual ¶ non infrequens ; why do they 
mince the Matter, and not confeſs it to be general] from 
the Beginning of Chriſtianity to adminiſter the Communion 
ander norH Kinds: and then add, that, notwithſtanding 
this, St. Pas! ſeem to hint, that the Church hath a Power 
to change this Cuſtom. What ſhall a primitive Cuſtom, 
grounded on the expreſs Inſtitution of Chriſt and apoſtolic 
lege, be alter'd on the ſlender Autority of a ſeeming Hint? 
2. As to PRNANCE; ſee how they infer this Doctrine from 
Scripture : The vulgate Latin twice renders 24,0678, Re- 
pent, by Pænitentiam agite, i. e. Do Penance. For, if the 
Trent Divines did not intend, that the Words, Pænitentiam 
agite, ſhould convey another Meaning, than what in their 
own Judgment they knew the Word reſhi ſcite would bear; 
why did they not cite all the ohr Texts of the Bible, where 
the Words repent ye are found? Or, why did they fingle out 
theſe Texts only, where, inſtead of reſpiſcite, the Tran- 
Aator had varied the Tranſlation into Panitentiam agite ? 
en  Fide AR, Conc. Trident. 
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| Air Decrees an EE Exereiſe of the di. 
 daftical Part of the ſacerdotal Office. | 


IT. SECONDLY 3 The Church of Rome hath 
alſo tranſgreſſed in the judicial Acts of her ſa- 


cerdotal Power; particularly in her licentious 


Diſpenſations of Ixx DL EN Es for Sin. It is 


true, the Power of her Keys hath been as noto- 


rioufly — in binding as in loofing, in 

ag in acquiiting; and not only partt- 
cular Pe ons, but whole Nations and Provinces, 
exempt as they were from the Juriſdiction of the 
See of Rome, have been unjuſtly laid under the 


Sentence of "Exconimunication. But, as the 


Civil Powers have at length clipt the Wings of 


this towering Eagle on this Side of her eccleſi- 
aftic1 Cenſures, and hereby have induced the 


Pope to diſcontinus the Uſe of them; I ſhall con- 
fine myſelf to a few Obſervations on the other 
Part of her ecclefiaſtical Judgments, that of 
REMITTING Sins; particularly as it is ſtill re- 
tained in her Diſpenſations of Indulgences. 
12, In doing this, I will take no Advantage 
of any Diſpenſation, granted, in eſpecià l Favour, 


to particular Perſons; ſince what hath ſo been 


granted, may be imputed to the Indiſcretion of 
thoſe Prieſts, from whom they were obtain'd : 
Nor yet of the Taxa Apoſtolice Cameræ, a Book 
entitled The Rates of the Apoſtolic Cham- 


<<: ber,” and publiſh'd by Autority at the Be- 


ginning of the 16th Century; wherein Pardon 
or Indulgence was promiſed to every One, at a 
certain flated Price, for every Sin he either hag, 
or ſhould hereafter commit; fince ſerious and 2 
ber Perſons of the Roman Communion have ex- 


preſſed 
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their juſt Abhorrence of it; and the 
Trent Fathers (with a View, as I candidly be- 
lieve, to this inſamous Book) prohibited the 
diſpenſing Indulgences for the Sake of indirect 
Gainz * confeſs'd, that Anuszs- had crept in, 
which gave the Heretics an Occaſion to peak 
ill of them; and commanded the Biſhops to en- 
dure after theſe Abuſes in their reſpective Dio - 
ceſes, and to preſent them at the next general 
Synod. Theſe Advantages, I ſay, I will not 
take, tho' the Book of Rates aforementioned, 
printed, as it was, by Autority; and the Can 
feſſion of the Trent Fathers, muſt be allowed a 
FULL. Proof of what I aſſerted, That the Ro- 
miſh Church hath claimed to herſelf a oe 
Power in diſpenſing [theſe Indulgences. 
13. But, as I have made theſe ample Cons. | 
ceſſions, let the Advocates of Rome, in their 
Turn, anſwer, with the ſame Ingenuity, theſe 
following Queſtions: Whether their modern - 
Practice of granting Indulgences be in all Re- 
ſ conformable to the Decree. of the Trent, 
] Whether they have reformed thoſe 
Abuſes herein, for which the Heretics (as they 
call us Proteſtants) ſlander'd them ben? Whe- 
ther they do not till make an jndire# Gain of 
theſe Indulgences ? Whether their Biſhops did 
make an Enquiry, as they were order'd, into the 
Behaviour of their Clergy, concerning theſe 
Abuſes ? And whether in the firſt Council of 


ee Statuit pravos Quzſtus omnes his [ ndulgentiis] 
conſequendis, — plurima in Chtiglane Populo Abuſuum 
Cauſa fluxit, omnino abolendos eſſe. See 25. A. D. 1563. 


Milan, 


5 1 
Milan, held about two Tears “ after, the Bi: 
ſhops did preſent theſe Abuſes to that Synod ? 
The Conſequence is, that if "theſe Abuſes be Fc. 
lain d, we have the Autority of the Trent Di- 
vines to candemm their Practice; fo far, I mean; 
as relates to the Salt of theſe Indulgences. 
14. And when theſe Queſtions have been an- 
ſwer d Bond Fide, I deſire them to take fore 
farther Trouble in clearing the Junto of Vn 
from the following Charge of Infircerity arid 
groſs Prevaritation; and to account for this 
their Aſſertion, That Indulgences (i. e. in the 
Senſe in which che Church of Rome diſpenſes 
them, or elſe they mean #obing) were granted 
by the Church in the moſt Ax TIE Times: 
ſince Perſons of that great Knowledge in Anti- 
quity, as they are repreſented to . have been, 
and many of them, doubtleſs, were, could not be 
ighorant — That the Indulgences granted by 
the primitive Church were widely different from 
thoſe, which were then allowed by the Chureli 
of Rome That thoſe, granted by the Antients, 
were no other than a Miligation only of ecclefi- 
aſtical Cenſures in this World; and thoſe, then 
diſpenſed by the Rom ANIS, were abſurdly 5 
extended to Puniſhments after Death in the other. 
For this Reaſon I affirm, that it was a groſs Im- 
poſition: on the common Senſe of Mankind, to 
aſſert, That two different Practices were the ſame 
Thing. 5 | 13 
148166. | * 1» 

| + Cum Poteſtas conferendi Indulgentias a Chriſto Eccle- 
ſiæ conceſſa fit, atq;—antigui/imis etiam Temporibus illa uſa 
fuerit; S. S. Synodus Indulgentiarum Uſum —retinendum eſſe 
docet. Bil. 
ide Bingham's Ant. L. 18. c. 4. Flo. 
| 5 NOTE 
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N O TE II. 


of the Pretence of the Church of WS. fo 
a Power of working Miracles, 


ves 55 


_ LD, is after the Working of Satan, with 
| all Power, and Signs, and hi Wanders. 


Hoſe Coming }- In the Style of Sori 
. Prophet or Tracber is ſaid 8 


come, when he ff enters 1 — de Orrren 
and Miwisr RT. So *©* the Baptifh® is 
ſaid to come in thoſs Days ytt acntng.,” 
Again, Fobn tbe Baptift came neither eating 
nor drinking * And the Son of Man 
&© came eating, Ge. Hence it follows, that 
the Coming of the Man of Sin wilt mean 1 firſt 
E qu opens in THAT Character; when 
ſhall open Ar an erroneous Worſhip 
by his Example 
5 2. — 4 _— 12 42 of Satan] The Work- 
ing or Energy of Satan implies that Fulneſs of 
Power and Art, with which God hath ſome- 
times permitted that evil Spirit to delude Man- 
kind. And the Word after denotes alſo, that 
the Working of the Man of Sin ſhall bear an 
exact Reſemblance to = Working of _— 
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„ : 

both in the Means he ſhall uſe; and in the 
Ends and Purpoſes * alſo he ſhall endeavour to 
accompliſh thereby: That he ſhall employ the 
fame Stratagems and Artifices, as Satan did, in 
ſeducing Mankind before the Appearance of 
Chriſt; and alſo upon the ſame Motives, and 
with the ſame Views. as * 

3. With all Power, and Signs, and lying Wonder, 
This is the firſt Artifice = Khan 2 din ſhould 
uſe, vix. a Power in working Signs and lying 


Wonders. The Word Lye, as it follows Von- 


ders, may be ſuppoſed to extend equally to Signs ; 
and then the Tranſlation will run with Hing 
Signs and Wonders, or Signs and Wonders of a 
Lye. This two-fold Conſtruction of the Words 
comprehends the true Meaning of the Apoſtle ; 
and beſt explains the Forking or Energy of 
Satan, after whoſe Example the Man of 'Sin 
ſhould frame and order his Conduct. For the 


Former Senſe will denote, that the Wonders, 


pretended by him to be wrought, ſhall be 
counterfeit or lying Wonders, and not real; and 
the /atter, that they ſhall be attributed to a 
Tye, or lying Cauſe; or pretended to be wrought 
in Favour of a Lye, or Falſhood. ? 


This Interpretation doth Origes give of the Words; 
T TEAO Jinasy ys T4 wiv Tov *Atyurriov N 
yr Ma eis, T4 Is 7% Mavcios dd. Od ros T 
N Tov ANTIXPIETON—— Enuge N rte VET- 
AOTE, ty mary Arr. "Adixias Tois dn 
iodor]a' . 7 d T% Xgiss x, Tor Maud aur xdprov 
Yoyer, d ATarhr, dn EwTneias Lud wo. 
L. 2. cont. Celſum, p. 91. 
I our Exe Zuoror 78 Zug Avrdues Oed 78 
Au,, Tc youre did Tenreias Origen, ibid. 


4. But 


[ 43 ] | 

4. But what Wonders are they, which are 

N 2 — to a Lye, or hing Causz ? Or thoſe, 
that are pretended to be done, in Favour of a 
Lye, or Falſhod? Theſe Queſtions will receive 
a —_ Satisfaction, if we attend to the Apoſtle ; 
explain his Meaning by the Rule he has 
given us. For if we can diſcover to what hing 
Cauſe the Miracles pretended to be wrought by 
SATAN, were aſcribed by the He ATHEZN; and 
for what Exp, or particular He or Faiſhood, 
— 104 were _ to be wrought by HIN. 
upport this reſtrained Notion of the 
Word 5 1 the Awtority of Scripture; then 
ſhall we have a full Anſwer to the Queſtions 
propoſed ; and detect the whole Impoſturg of the 
Man of Sin, as far as relates to his Pretence i in 

working Wonders. 

5. Now the Wonders, with which God per-: 
mitted Sa r AN to amuſe Mankind before the 
Coming of Chriſt, were attributed by the HR A- 
THEN to the Power of their Ipors, or falſe 
Gods: and the Exn, which Satan by 
theſe Wonders, was to keep Mankind ſteady in 
their Superſtition and Idolatry. If any One de- 
fires a Proof of this, let him read the Epiſtle of 
Jeremiab to the captive Jews of Babylon, and 
he will want no other Teſtymony. 

6. But doth Scripture then — * us in 
. confining the Word Lye to this reſtrained Senſe 
of an 14, or 2 ? Yes: For ſo the 
Word Lye is uſed by the Seventy in 2 Chron. xxx. 
14. and Mr. ny hath noted other Paſs 


* Baruch, c. vi. | 
+ Comm. Apec, L. 3. P. $14- and again L. 4. P. 915- 


G 2 ſages 
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ſages of the Old Teſtament, where it is alſo 
uſed - of Idols,“ as Amos ii. 4. Jai. XXviii, 15. 

and contends for the Acceptation of it in this 
Senſe, Rev. xxi 29. and xxii. 15. Moreover, 
St. Paul himſelf is thought, by learned Men, 
to uſe the Word in zhis reſtrained Meaning in 
Rom. i. 25. and if we attend to his Drift, and 
the Purport of the Context, I believe, it will 
appear, that no other Meaning can be well made 
out. The Words are theſe, ho chang'd the 
* TxuTH of God” [or the true God] “ into a 
„% Lyx, and” | that is; for the Conjunc- 
tion is explanatory] ** worſhiped and ſerved 
© the CREATURE more than the CREATOR.“ 
We ſee then to what particular Senſe, the Ex- 
ample of Satan, whom the Man of Sin ſhou'd 
Preciſely imitate; and the Awtority of Scripture, 
confine this Word: And hence it follows, That 
the Signs and Wonders, to be performed by 
the Man of Sin, ſhou'd be the Signs and Won- 
ders of Ipors ; ſuch as ſhoud be falſly attributed 
to them; or Signs and Wonders pretended to be 
| _ by Him, in favour of Idols, or Idol. Wor- 


5 The Reader will foreſtall me in the Appli- 

cation of this Prophecy: Since no Words can 
more fully lay open that Myſtery of Iniquity, 
which hath been practiſed by the Church of 
Rome; either by Miracles pretended to be 
wrought at the Shrines and Images of her Saints, 
and falſly aſcribed . their Power and Influence; 


* 9, which literally * Mendacia, Lyes. | 
+ So Archbiſhop Teni ſon aſſerts in ls HEY of Ido- 
lauy, c. 14. P. 338. 


Or 


, : Tran 

3 to be perform'd by the Agents of 
the Man of Sin, to promote and countenance 
Saint-Worſhip, For take the Word Lye in 
which Senſe you pleaſe render it either falſe or 
lying Wonders, or Wonders attributed to a 
Hing Cauſe, or Ipox ; or Wonders pretended to 
be done, in favour of a Lye, or a falſe and Idol- 
Worſhip ; and this Prophecy, I fay, hath been 
literally 2 by the * of Rome, _=_ 

ve this Allegation, I produce the Teſti- 
_ of Biſho hop Jene; who will plead for me 
better, than I can ſpeak for myſelf, and give 
my Reader greater Satisfaction. 

8. „It is not faide, he ſhal worke Won- 
“ ders, but falſe, lying Wonders. But howe 
can his Myracles be falſe? If falſe, - howe be 
* they Miracles? If Myracles, howe be they 
«© falle? They ſhal be falſe after two Sortes z 
<* ſome are called falſe Myracles, becauſe — 
e ſcem to be Myracles, _ are not. 
called falſe M yracles, becauſe they are — 
&« falfly to mainetaine his Falſhoode. 

Of the firſt Sorte of falſe Myracles, we 
te have ſcene an infinite Number in the Daies of 
** our Fathers in the Kingdom of Antichriſt. 
* Then was there Appearance of Spirits, and 
« Viſions of Angels: our Ladie came ſwim- 
** ming down from Heaven, poor Soules came 
** creeping and crying out of Purgatorie, and 
** jetted abroad, and kept Stations, caſting 
Flakes of Fire: and beſet Highwaies, and 
e bemoned their Caſes, the Paines and Tor- 
«© ments my ſo bitter, They ſought for 
Hel cried for good Praiers, they 
— «= of tag for Bere, they cried for Maſſes of 

Requiem, 
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** the moſt gainfull Countrie, that ever was 


40 


[46] | 
* quitm, for Maſſes of Scala Cæli, for Trentals 
e of Maſſes, Hereof grew Portſale of Pardons ; 


and hereof grew the Province of Purgatorie, 


under the Citie of Rome, 
9. But theſe Myracles were no Myracles at 


„ Al. They were deviſed by ſuttle Varlets, and 
<< lazie Lordaines for a Purpoſe to get Money. | 
<< Oftentimes the Spirite hath beene taken and 


ce 
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< tleties; and indeed no Myracles : The 


Trunks, by which they 


Fe 


66 


6c 
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40 
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* confeſſed, 


laide in the Stockes: the Angel hath beene 


* ſtript : good Ladie hath beene caught: the 
* Conveyance and the Myracle hath appeared : 


the Engines and the Sleights, and the Cauſe, 


* and the Manner of the Working hath beene 


In thoſe Daies Idols could goe on 
Foote : Roodes could ſpeake: Belles could 


ring alone: Images could come downe, and 
3 


light their owne Candles: Dead Stockes 


* could ſweat and beſtirre themſelves : they 
<6 


could turne their Eies; they could moove 
their Hands; they could open their Mouths ; 
they could ſet Bones, and knit Sinewes; they 
could, heale the Sick, and raiſe up the Dead. 

Theſe Myracles were Conveyaunces and Sut- 


did ſpeak z the 
Strings and Wiers, with which they mooved 


their Faces and Hands; al the reſt of their 


Treacherie hath beene diſcloſed. Theſe be 
the Myracles of which Paul ſpeaketh, My- 
racles in Sight, but indeed no Myracles. 
10. The other Sorte of falſe Myracles is 
when ſuch Things as be in Deede — 
and done, are untrulie applied by Antichriſt 


to mainetaine his. Falſhoode. God giveth 


KRecoverie 


' 


(a1 


* Recoverie to the Diſcaſed 3 the Deafe re- 
* ceive their Hearinge ; the Blind receive their 
* „ Sicht: He aſſwageth the Tempeſts, and 
ſtaieth the Rage of Fire, that it continue not. 
0 Theſe Things are done by - the Finger of 
* God. Antichriſt draweth us from fo think- 
e ing of the Mercie of God, and telleth us we 
have other Friends to whom we are beholding, 
*© which have done fo and ſo for us. It was 
* this Saint, ſaieth he, it was that Saint, that 
e took Pitie of your Caſe, and wrought the 
** Remedie for you. It was Apollonia, it was 
& Genovefa, it was Sitha, it was our Ladie. 
e Such a Saint is able to do much; pita a 
„Saint can worke Myracles. Hereof 
Invocation of Saints: Hereof it came to — 
* that ech Saint was aſſigned and allotted to 
his ſundry Charge, and ſeveral Office apart. 
Saint Blaze for the Choaking ; St. Roch for 
the Peſtilence ; Antonie for the Burning Va- 
« [entine for the Falling-Sicknęſſe; Romane for 
* Madneſſe; Apollonia for 'Toothach; 
.*© Petronilla for Agues; and others for other 
„ Purpoſes. Wherein it was wiſely foreſeene, 
© that they were ſo limited and ordered; leaft 
perhaps elſe any One might be over-ſaucie, 
and incroch upon and trouble his Fellowes. 
It was alſo foreſeene, that al Saints ſhould not 
have Power to worke in al Places. Some 
** wrought at Canterburie ; ſome at Wal/ingham, 
<* ſome at Yorke; ſome at Buxton; ſome in one 
N Place, ſome in another; ſome in Townes; 
“ ſome in the Fieldes: Even as Hieremie ſaide 
„among the Jewes, According 10 the Number of 
6 4 Cities were thy — FHereof grewe Pyl- 


„ grimages, 
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„ gtimages, and Worſbipping mages; and 
Kiſſing of Reliques — —— dene O0. 
« tions, and Eariching of Abby, Evefie 


Man had his peculiar Saint, on whome he 


called: Everie Countrie was ful of Chappels 
<< everie Chappel ful of Myracles ; and everie 
„ Myracle ful of Lies.“ 

11. The Manz R, in which the Apoſtle 
foretells this grand Apoſtate ſhould make his 


Appearance in the World, | viz. with Miracles 


pretended to be wrought in Favour of an ER RO- 
nous WorsSHIP, confirms the Explanation, 
before given, of his general Character; and in- 
forms us, for what Reaſon he is emphatically 
ſtiled the Man of Sin. And if it be remem- 
ber*d, that he is ſet forth, as a Ruler and Go- 
vernor in the Chriſtian Church, it may then fol- 
low, that the Time of his Coming in that Cha. 


racter may be determined, from the firſt Effort 


he ſhould make to eſtabliſh the general Apoſtaſy 
by his ecclefiaſtical Autority. For ſuch an Event 
might fairly. induce us to conclude, that both 
the Falling away, as well as the principal Patron 


and Promoter thereof were then fully come. Al- 
_ tho? therefore at the Doumfal of the Roman 
Empire in the Ve, the Worſhip both of 


SAainTs and IMacEts had made ſome Inroad in 
the Church, as appears from the noted Story 
recorded by Epiphanius : yet at this Time the 
Apoſtaſy, I think, cannot properly be faid to 


be fully come; becauſe it wanted the Concic- 
rence of a principal Circumſtance, which, I fuf 


poſe, St. Paul means it ſhould have, vix. t 


Sanction of ecclefiaflical Autority, For the 


OY itſelf implies, that the Yorſoip of _— 
an 


\ 


[ 49 J. 
and Images wis then ' condemn'd” by the G 
vernors of the Church. Now if the Coming” * 
the AryosT asy muſt be dated from its firſt. 
Eftabliſhment by Autority ; the Appearance of the 
Max or Six, by whom the Apoſtaſy was to be 
eſtabliſh'd, muſt bear the ſame Date. I have, 
ſaid thus much on this Point both here, and 
elſewhere, to account for a Miſtate, which ſome. 
venerable Ornaments of our * have in- 
curr'd, in fixing the TMA of the Rif of 
DaniePs Kixc, and the Coming of Aux -, 
CHRIST, at too early a Period. The preſent 
Face and Appearance of Things convince us, that 
theſe moſt excellent, and: otherwiſe moſt judi- 
cious Writers, were herein miſtaken; and the 


not attending ſufficiently to the abovt mentioned 


Circumſtance was, I humbly preſume, my A 


ion of that Miſtake. 
12. At what particular period then ſhall we 


fix the Revelation of the Man of Sin? Far be it 
from me. from attempting at an Anſwer to this 
Queſtion; as well for other Reaſons, as for the 
Remark, that hath been made in the Lines im- 
mediately — Inſtead of this, the 
Reader, I truſt, will be contented with the 
Narration of the following hiſtorical Matter of 
Fact. Leo Iſaurus, ſurnamed, by the Partiſans 
of the Church of Rome, Lconoclaſtes, ſucceeded to 
the Empire about the Beginning of the eighth 
Century. At which Time the Diſpute con- 
cerning . Image-Worſhip began to be warmly de- 
bated in the Greek and Eaſtern Churches. The 
new Emperor heartily eſpouſed the Party of the 


N Page 9. 10. | 
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orthodox Chriſtians 3 and zea applied him- 
ſelf to a Reformation of the corrupt Abuſes, 
0 introduced into the public Worfeip. To 
this End, havi router — _ 
ftantmopie both s iftures ; be 1 

out Orders alſo to his Subjects in ah, ſtrictly 
prohibiting, that no Image either of Saint, 
Martyr, or Angel, ſhould be any where tole- 
rated: adding, that, if the Biſhop of Rome 
ſhould acquieſce under theſe Orders, he would 
own the Obligation: if he ſhould oppoſe them, 
that he would remove him from his Biſhoprick.* 
But the Awtority of the Emperor was now too 
weak to withſtand the Influence and Energy of 
the Man of Sin: and the Reformation, which 
Lo intended, was over-ruled by the Interven- 
tion of a War raiſed againſt him in Lay; and 
by the Revolt of his Subjects. I will not affirm, 
that either of theſe, viz. the Var, or the Re- 
volt, was effected at the Inſligation of Gregory II 
then Biſhop of Rome : + but obſerve, that by 
theſe Means the pions De/igns of Leo were fruſ- 
trated ; and the Pope hereby alſo gained this ma- 


Si. ncguieſceret in hoc Pontifex, Gratiam Imperatoris 
baberet: i et hoc fieri præpediret, a ſuo Gua pu decederet. 
ies! Vita Gregorii ap. Binii Conc. 
+ The Catholics however confeſs, that the ian -Hiſto- 
rians Theophanes and Zonaras impute the Rxvor r expreſaly 
to the Influence of Gregory. And the Reaſon, — by 
the Catholics, why Luitprand of Bohemia declared War 
againſt Leo, ſavours more of the Chair of St. Peter, than 
the Cabinet of temporal Princes; being this ; That 
* Luitprand deteſted the Irreverence of Leo, who had thrown 
«© down the Image of our Saviour; and judg'd him un- 
% worthy to rule in the Church, who had denounced War 
«. againſt Chriſt.” See Binius's Notes. 


terial 
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terial Point, that he found - himſelf, ſupported 
as he was by powerful Allies, out of all Danger 
from the Emperor; and able, if Occaſion ſhould 
fo require, to — Force with Force. But of 
this Gregory could not be ſo well aſſured, at the 
firſt Riſe of this Quarrel ; fo that every One will 
agree with the Catholics, that his long For- 
bearance with the Emperor, till this Point was 
fecured, was an Argument. of confurnmate Pru- 
dence. At length, the Pape, having prevailed 
on Charles the — to enter into an fue and 
defenſtve Alliance with him, and to guarantee the 
Church of Rome, proceeds to paſs on Leo, an 
impenitent Heretic, i. e. an irreclamable Oppoſer 
of Im acz-Worsnire, the Sentence of Excom- 
munication ; ** thereby LE AvIx o, ſays a Catholic 
*© Writer, a moſt notable PRECEDENT 10 bis Succeſ» 
* ſors; not to permit heretical Princes 10 rule in 
** the Church of Chriſt, if, having been often ad- 

«© moniſhed, they obſtinate perfit in Error.“ The 
Reader will eaſily diſcern, that this ſingle A of 
Gregory contains all the preceding Notes and 
Characters of the Man of Sin. | | 


“ Hzreticum impænitentem. Binius in Notis. Bid. 
Now did the Man of Apoflaſy behave himſelf towards 
Chriſtians, as Fuftin M. declared he ſhould, in a lle 
— dc dea T &s 32 reg IE 
Dial. cum 7. p. 1e 7). 
10 facto ſanctiſſimus Pa clariſſimum Paſteris ſuis * 
 reliquit Exemplum, ne * eſi Chriſti regere permit- 
tantur hæretici Principes, fi frequenter moniti, Errori per- 
tinaciter adhzreſcant. Binius in Notis ad Vitam. 
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07 the Prous Fraus, and other Impoſi- 

tions, invented by the Church of. Rome, 
for the Support of the Wah of S SAINTS 
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. With all Dzc21VABLENESs of Varight- 
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HE other. Expedient, which the great 

Antichriſtian Impoftor ſhould uſe to miſ- 
lead Mankind, is Fx Au D: And it is not like- 
ly, that he, who ſhould pretend to a Pow] ER 
of working Miracles, would not alſo have Re- 
2 to all otber Arts to accompliſh his De- 

guns 

2. The Exp he ſhould alm at ſerving by both 
Expedients is the ſame; viz. the Propagation of 
4 falſe and anti-evangelical Worſhip ; or, as it is 
aid v. 11. the prevailing on his Followers, to 
Believe,“ or confide in, a Lye. This Reflexion 
alone enables us to determine, of what NA rukxE 


» Eig 704 airevom 76 Nudes · Hg tu in this Conftruc- 
tion fignifies to place a Confidence in, as well as to give Cre - 
dit to. See H. St And perhaps «| als os, a Lye, 
here alſo ſignify the Object of a Hing Warſpip ; ; but this 1 
leaye to the Reader's Judgment. 

or 


AMIE 

or Sox r his Frauds ſhould be, uiz. ſuch as ſhould 
be deviſed by him in Maintenance oſ a Fa/fty in 
Matters of Re11ciow 3 or religious Frauds. 
How unlucky is it, that the Papiſts have agreed 
to ſtile the Cheats, which have been invented. by 
them, in Favour of their erroneous Worſhip, the 
Pious Fx Aups of Mother-Church ?. For it will 
be confeſsd, that this Part of. St. Paul's Pre- 
dition hath been literally fulfilPd. in the groſs 
and abſurd Impoſtures, that are recorded in the 
voluminous Lzcenps of the Church of Rome. 
3. But as the Coming of the Man of Sin is 
repreſented to be with ALL Deceivablenes of Un. 
righteouſnes, the Apoſtle muſt hereby intend 
ſomething more than the Frauds, which this 
Impoſtor ſhould practiſe in the Performance of 
his lying Signs and Wonders; or, we muſt con- 
clude, that St. Paul hath here made a Diftinc- 
tion, where there is really no. Difference, But 
the Apoſtle is confeſſed to be on all Occaſions a 
cloſe Reaſoner, and an accurate Writer; and we 
muſt remember, that, in the Paſſage before us, 
he is drawing a Picruxx in the ſtrongeſt Fea- 
tures, and moſt expreſſive Colourings ; where 
every Stroke muſt be looked upon as carrying 
ſome peculiar Weight and Meaning, and to be 
fienifcant, Moreover, the Word Unrighteouſ- 
nes directs us to conceive, that the Frauds of the 
Man. of Sin ſnould be, not only Impoſitions on 
the Credulity and Ignorance of his Followers, but 
alſo in ſome Reſpects 1xnJurIovs to them. Nor is 
it probable, that an Apoſtate Miniſter, - who 
ſhonld ſeduce Chriſtians to a corrupt and falſe 
Worſhip, would fop there; or not be 2 

Ts or 


* 


[ 54 1 
for the Maintenance of his [vr 44bJv5-] cas 
pital Error, to invent other Frauds, in the Ex- 
erciſe -of his ſacerdotal Office, which might load 
and oppre/s the People. 

4. Theſe Su I fay, are both ob- 
vious and natural; and the Practice of the 
Church of Rome, which muſt be allowed to be 
the beſt Comment on this Prophecy of St. Paul, 
juſtifies the Expoſition here given. For the 
Doctrines ſhe. hath invented, both for the Sup» 
port, and in Conſequence of her idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip, are calculated, FrzsT, with a View to 
aggrandiæe and ehrich herſelf, at the Exp xxx 
of the People. Thus, fof Inſtance, the Doc- 
trines of the Merit of good Works ; and of 
Works of Supererogation; deviſed on Purpoſe, as 
they ſeem to have been, to defend the Invocation 
of Saints: and thoſe, of Purgatory and Indut- 
„ Which are the genuine Offfpring of the 


— _—— may be well eſteem'd ſuch 


as we are now conſidering : 
— as 1 they miſlad, ſo ge pA 


two laſt, as Biſhop Jewel hath before * told us, 
have opened as advautageous a Branch of Trade, 


as is carried on by the FacTors of the Church 
of Rome. In which Reſpect hath the Man of Sin 
preciſely copied the Model of his Mafter Satan ; 
in making a Gain of his pretended Godlines; and 
POO * falſe and corrupt * P, you 
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— — to the Profit of thoſe, who 
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orſhip of Saints 

Images hath introduced into the Church of 
Rome ſuch Usaczs and Cus roms, as are - 
prefſeve Impy/itions on the People committed to 
her Charge. A falſe Worſtip bath been al- 
ways clog'd with hurden/ome-Rites and Ceremo- 
nies; and: ſo will ever bez being unable to 
maintain its Ground any other Way, than by 
terrifying and a Minds of its unhapp 
Devatecs;- Hence St. Pay! ſtiles the Pagan 
Superſtition, which, he elſewhere r tells us, 
conſiſted in ahſerving Days and Years, and in 
the - carnal Ordinances of Tauch not, Toe not, 
Handle wot, a Lok of Bondage ; when com- 
pared to the Religion of Jeſus, whoſe Service ia 
perfect Fx RDO The few following Far- 
ticulars, relating to the Diſciplins of the Roman 
Church will remind the Reader, that her Swpyr- 
Pition bath involy'd Her alſo in the ſame Cala- 
mities. For from thence aroſe, 1ſt, The long 
and irkſome PORTIMAOxsG, 5 that have ſome- 
times been enjoin'd, under all the Inconve- 
niencies, which the Wit of Man can invent, to 
the Tombs and Images of their Saints: as if the 
Travelling barefoot, thro' dirty and flinty Roads, 
would {ad the weary Paſſenger direfily to the 
Gate of Heaven. 2. The Acts of ſevere Pz- 


Gal v. 1. + Epb.ii. 16, 21. | | 

A Practice ſomewhat reſembling this was obſerved by 
the Heathen ; who in Time of Trouble and Diſtreſs uſed to 
repair to the diſtant Oracles of their Gods, 


NANCE, 


[36] 
NANCE, and corporal CHASTISEMENT, del have 
deen i d and one at the Statues and 
Altars of the Saints: as if a Boch, miſerably torn 
with Whips,* was a Spectacle more precious in 
the Sight of God, than a broken and contrite 
Heart. 3. And” laſtly, The fruitles Re yzT1- 
Tiow of the ſame As of Devotion; the Count- 
ing of Beads, and finging Ave Maria's : as if the 
Church of Rome was determined to keep cloſe to 
the Pattern, that SATAN had ſet in all Points; 
and to uſe in her Prayers a vain Repetition, as 
the He aTHEN did; notwithſtanding our bleſſed: 
Lord hath med ber, that ſhe - ſhall not be 
beard for her much 
6, Thirdy, Another unrighteous Fraud, which | 
the Church of Rome hath committed to ſupport 
the Worſhip of Saints and Images, is the Hand- 
ling of the Word of God deceitfully. The Ex- 
PUNGING of the ſecond Commandment out 
of the Decalogue is a profane Violation of her ſa- 
cerdotal Truſt; and a bold Inſult on the Auio- 
rity of Gop as well as on the Underſtanding of. 
Men. But it was not ſufficient, it ſeems, that 
Scripture ſhould: be only /ilent on ' this Head: an 
Expedient muſt be found, to perſuade Man- 
kind, that the Word of God' fornetinies 48 
ſpeaks mdire&tly for the Worthip of a . 
The Council of Trent ſet out with — — 


ee Decree,|| ** Fm the vulgate Latin 
: * Tranſla- 


e, * Baal's Priefts at his Altar cut themſelves 
with Knives, till the Blood * out * them, A 
1 Kings xviii. 28. 1 


+ Mat. vi. 7. 
8. S. Synodus—ftatuit & declarat, ut hzc ipſa vetus & 


vulgata Editio Latina — in pablicis Lectionibus, Diſputa- 
gata , 


LS der'd ; high, contrary 


1 


at PE of the Bible 93 d 
«© -thogtd-be uſted on all Occafions F p. 
every one from preſuming to rejett its Auto- 
« rity, on amy Pretente whatever.” In this 
Tranſlation there are «ed 3 * falſely ren! 


Io end 
and plain Meaning of + of the oe! pies, fe 

the Adoration of Wood. The Profeſtzrin had 
advertiſed the Romaniſts of theſe Miftakes; and 
had vindicated the Frie Readidg, Yet the Dis 
vines of the College at Rhemes,F notwithſtand- ' 
itt "Remonſttanices of the ts; did 
not, this, ſexuxi : io tyge both theſe Texts, in 

Proof of their Doctrine of Imagr-Wormty: 
Nothing can be added to this to guate the 
IuresTU AES of the Church of I fall 
therefore haſten to my Concl vb, hiving - 
firſt premiſed this Obſervation, That I know 
not, whether it be not a Matter mote of Concern 
than } "that 'a Body of Chriſtia 
having che A of ſerious: and [earn 
Men, is any where found, who, to maintain roof 
Error; will have Recourſe to ſuch mean and im. 
pious Frauds 5 fince it is tb be fear'd, Ocegfion 


may be h w the Enzmizs of the 
Gra of Ont is bem e bas 


a There 4 Expoſitionibus Mb 
haheatur z ae nemo * rz 
audeat & reſumat. Decreta nc. Se ta, 

* The firſt i is. in Pal. xcix. 5, ke infleal of jail 
— vl ors 3 Foitflool, the vulgate Latin reads e; 
* Fearftool.. The ſecond in Heb. xi. 21. Where, inſtead of 
7200 N of; or laaniig #yon the Top of his Staff ; tht 
val in renders it, «vor iped the Topo Wn Stef 5s 
Bee r. me os Heb. xi. 21. 
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CONCLUSION. 


Whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the Baz aT# 
of bis Mouth; and defiroy with the BRIOHT- 
. NESS of bis Coming. 


1. HE BRIOHTNESös;of the Lord's Coming 
& denotes his ſecond glorious Appearance 
at the Day of Judgment, as it is diſtinguiſhed- 
from his n Coming, which was in a State of 
Obſcurity and Humiliation : or (what is all one) 
the illuſtrious Atendance of Saints and Angels, 
which ſhall accompany him, when he comes to 
Judgment. The only Difficulty in the Words 
before us, is this; Whether the two Clauſes re- 
late to the sA ME Event; or are to be conſider'd 
apart, and refer'd to Two different Events, to 
be accompliſhed at two diſtant Periods of Time, 
2. If they are taken in the former Accepta- 
tion, and relate to the sa ME Event, then the 
Breath of the Lord's Mouth will denote the final, 
ſevere Sentence of Judgment, which Chriſt ſhall 
paſs on the Man of Sin at his sx cond Coming; 
and in this Senſe will be ſynonymous to thoſe 
Texts of Scripture, which repreſent God de- 
ſtroy ing the Wicked by the Rop of his Mouth, 
bak denouncing 
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EP CS. 
denouncing his heavy Fudements againſt them, 
and conſigaing them over to Puniſhment, © 
3. If the Words are underſtood of Two dif. 
ferent Events, then the Breath of the Lord's 
Mouth will mean no more than the ord of the 
Lord, or the Preaching of his Word. I am in- 
duced to think this the. true Meaning of the 
Apoſtle, for the following Reaſons : Firft, Be- 
cauſe St. Paul evidently alludes to the Words of 
| Jſaiah, c. xi. 4. where it is faid, by the Breath 
of his Mouth be ſhall flay the Wicked. But theſe 
Words of the Prophet are a Prediction of the 
Manner, in which our bleſſed Lord ſhould con- 
duct himſelf, at his fr Coming, in the Courſe 
of his Miniſtry on Earth: and imply, that by 
the Force and Energy of his Doctrine he would 
abol:ſhþ IpoLl AT RY, and reduce Mankind from 
the Power of Satan to God : and certain it is, 
that our bleſſed Saviour did at that Time no 
otherways /lay the Wicked, than by ever-ruling 
their Power by his Goſpel, and putting a full 
Stop to the Progreſs of IpoLaTry. Secondly, 
| Becauſe Scripture in other Places introduces 
God, controlling the wicked Deſigns of falſe 
TEAchRE RS by the Breath of his MouTa z thus 
 Hofea vi. 5. 1 have hewn them, meaning the 
People of Ephraim and Judab, i. e. the whole 
Body of the Jews, by the Prophets ; I have ſlain 
them by the Words of my Mouth : which I fup- 
poſe is in no other Senſe true, than that he had 
rought them to a | ſerious Conviction of the Er- 
ror of their Ways, by the Aumonitions of his 
Por h Es; tho? theſe Admonitions were ſame - 
times attended alſo with ſevere Chaſtiſements on 
ſome Particulars, For Hoſea lived before the 
* 12 Captivity 
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ptivity of che ten Tribes. Thirdh, Becauſe 
the Breath of the Lord's Mouth doth not imply - 


fo much, nor convey fo ſtrong an Idea as the 


Rod of his Mouth, And as the latter Expreſſion 
carries with it the Notion of Severity; ſo the 


farmer, imports no more than the Efficacy and 


Power, with which God utters his Words; and 
is uſed in another Place of Scripture for nothing 
elſe, than the meer Publication of the ſecret Pur- 
poſes of his Will; P/al, xxxiv. 6. By the Wong 


of the Lord were the Heavens made; and all ibe 
Hat of them by the Bxz ata or Ris Mourn, 


Fourthly, The Word, which we tranſlate conſume, 
denotes rathet an impairing, waſting, or leſſening, 

BY DORIS, than a fatal Abolition ALL Ar 
ONCE : and therefore Conſumption, by the Breath 


. 
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of the Lord's Mouth, cannot denote his 


Z Judgment. The Words then, applied to the 


Man of Sin in this Senſe, will mean, that God 
will give a Check to the Uſurpotion and Delufions 
of the Man of Six, and weaken his Credit and 
Autority, by the free PusLicaTion of his moſt 
holy Woap. And then it follows, that 
this Clauſe hath no Dependance on that, which 


comes after, but relates to an Event, which 


ſhould precede the Day of Judgment; when 
Chriſt ſhall make his glorious Appearance : ta 


an Event, which hath been already accom- 


pliſhed by the bleſſed RxroxMATTIOx of the 
Church of Chriſt, from the Corruptions intro- 
duced into it by the Man of Six ; which God 


* *Areaioze: which by the beſt Authors is uſed for tha 
ſpending of Time, Money, the Spirits, &c. bes (© 
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Apoſtle foretells he 
' Chriſt, till his Coming to 
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| 
Years ago, by the Preaching of thoſe, who are 
ſince called the PRoTESTANT r. * 


But ep this ConSUMPT1ON, this © 


| fab n the Church of 


22 before, he ſhall be deſreyed, or totally abo- 
5 by "the BzrcnTwess of his A ce. 


Chriſtianity, to the final Conſummation of the 
Goſpel Qeconomy: And that Hz, who was an 


Ee i the Days of the Apoſtle, appear'd in 
an Infant State in Ws Pontificates of Victor = 
Lo I, was approaching towards Manhood under 
Boniface III, and arrived at full Maturity under 
Gregory II; ſhall be permitted to lord it over _ 
the Church of Chriſt, and to miſlead it by his 


Impoſtures, as long as it continues in its Mili- 
re crane n 

1quity eir Reli 3 nor 
make it à Note of the true Church Nor let 


the Proteſtants be reproached for the ſuppoſed | 


Novelty of theirs ; if it be called zew on no other 


Fe of the Church of Rows. 


#2. 15S 


of the Man of Sin, the 


ence we ſee, . that the full Period of his Ex- 


ISTENCE extends, from almoſt the Beginning of 


Account, than becauſe it differs from the Reli. 
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